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Amazon catalog.
· How many of you remember circling items in a catalog or making a wish list?
· Even though we live in a digital world, the postal service still receives hundreds of thousands of letters to Santa every year.

PAUSE
Maybe you’re grown up now and it’s been years since you made a Christmas wish list, but if I gave you a pencil and piece of paper this morning, what would be at the top of your wish list?
· If you could wish for anything, and your wish would come true, what would you wish for?

PAUSE
One of the major themes of Advent is peace. 
· We sing about peace, we talk about peace, and we decorate our living rooms and porches with peace themed décor.
· But we don’t emphasize peace simply because it makes for warm and fuzzy Christmas cards.

We celebrate peace because the prophecies that came hundreds of years before Christ was born told of a Messiah who would bring peace…
Isaiah 9:6-7 NLT For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!

We celebrate peace because the news of Christ’s arrival, came with the announcement of peace. When the shepherds received the news of Jesus’ birth, the angel said…
Luke 2:10-14 NLT … “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”

And we celebrate peace because of Jesus’ teaching on the subject. The day before our Lord was crucified, He shared with His disciples some of the most precious words of His earthly ministry…
John 14:1, 6, 26-27 NLT “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 6 …“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me. 26 when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you. 27 “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. 

Peace is one of the major themes of Advent and I would submit to you today that what so many of us really want in life, what so many of us really need, is peace, real peace.

Webster defines the word “peace” as, “the condition that exists when nations or other groups are not fighting.”
· That’s a pretty good definition, but one that we have never fully experienced on planet earth.
· One author wrote that the only time humanity has any peace is when both sides stop to reload.
· Following WWI, the world was so shocked at the carnage of war, that in 1919, it formed the League of Nations to make sure it never happened again. 
· As you know, it failed as Hitler brought the world to war again. 
· After WWII, the United Nations was formed for the purpose of maintaining international peace … which it also has been unable to do.

Just watch the news for a few minutes and you’ll all kinds of things that are wrong in the world today.
But not only is there an absence of peace between nations and groups, just spend a few minutes on Facebook and you’ll find that there’s clearly a lack of peace on a very personal level.

PAUSE
What so many of us really want in life, what so many of us really need, is peace.
· A peace that the world cannot understand or supply.

So, this advent season, we’re going to spend the next few Sundays teasing out why Jesus is called the prince of peace. 

And we’ll begin today with the most important answer to that question. 
Jesus is called the Prince of Peace because He has made it possible for us to have peace with God.

If you have your Bibles, turn to Romans 5:1. 
· The book of Romans, rich in theology and teaching, communicates the ins and outs of how a person is saved and sanctified for that day when we will all stand before the Lord and here Paul declares…
Romans 5:1 NLT Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.

As we chew on this text today, we’re going to ask two simple questions:
1. What does it mean to have peace with God?
2. How can we have peace with God?

I think Paul answers both of those questions here, so, let’s jump in and go to work on the first question…
I. What does it mean to have peace with God?

The pursuit of peace is a universal human obsession, whether it is international, industrial, domestic or personal peace.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World, The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 139.] 

· We are all in search of peace.
· But we tend to think of peace as an internal state or feeling, a psychological comfort.
· Kids and their cousins.
· We tend to think of peace as an inner tranquility.
· Peace of God.

And while the Bible does speak of the peace of God as an inner tranquility, the joyful experience of those who live in harmony with God, other people, and themselves.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 133.] 

· There’s a difference between the peace of God and peace with God.
Typically, in the NT, peace is not first a reference to an internal state or feeling. 
· Instead, to have “peace with God” means to be in a relationship with God in which all the hostility caused by sin has been removed. It is to exist no longer under the wrath of God.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Mounce, Romans, 133.] 


PAUSE
Church, I know this is hard for us to come to terms with in 21st-century America, but what is the natural state of the relationship between God and humanity? 
If we listen to our culture, the natural state is all sunshine and roses, love and acceptance.
· We can live however we want.
· We can dishonor God at every turn, we can twist, distort, and dishonor His Word, and we can live in complete, willful rebellion against the Lord. 
· But it doesn’t matter because God loves us no matter what we do or how we live — there’s no accountability.
· In theory, that sounds great! 
· Because the underlying philosophy is, “Hey, just do whatever you want. If you have a desire or an urge, just relabel it as natural and you do you, bro!”

But church, what does the Bible say? 
The Bible consistently describes the relationship between fallen humanity and God as one of strife, enmity, and war. 

Romans 1 painfully makes clear that in our fallen, sinful state, we do not seek after God. We do not desire God. We do not want to please God. In our natural state, we are at war with God. Look at…
Romans 1:18-23, 28-29 NLT But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress the truth by their wickedness. 19 They know the truth about God because he has made it obvious to them. 20 For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God. 21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused. 22 Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. 23 And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles. 28 Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their foolish thinking and let them do things that should never be done. 29 Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, quarreling, deception, malicious behavior, and gossip.

Paul adds in…
Romans 8:5-7 NLT Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. 6 So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God’s laws, and it never will.

The Greek word translated as “hostile” is “echthra,” which could be rendered as “hateful.” 
· In other words, the mind and heart of the unbeliever is hateful toward God.
· And to be hostile towards God, to be an enemy of God is no small matter.

But it’s not just that sinners are at war with God. Romans 2 reveals God’s feelings toward those who exchange the truth for a lie...
Romans 2:5-9 NLT But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.6 He will judge everyone according to what they have done. 7 He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after the glory and honor and immortality that God offers. 8 But he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and instead live lives of wickedness. 9 There will be trouble and calamity for everyone who keeps on doing what is evil—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile.

The Bible consistently describes the relationship between fallen man and God as one of strife, enmity, and war and one of the key truths of Romans 1-3 is that we need to be made right with God.

Romans 3:23 NLT For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.
Romans 6:23 NLT For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.
· It all comes down to this: the wages paid by sin are death. Sinners earn what they receive. By obeying the impulses of sin, they are storing up the reward for sinning. The severance check is death—eternal separation from God, who alone is life.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Mounce, Romans, 158–159.] 


PAUSE
I know there’s a lot of pop psychology in our culture that says, “I’m okay and you’re okay and we’re all going to go to heaven someday because we’re ok.” 
· But anyone who says this has not looked at the cross.
· When Jesus was nailed to the cross, He took the punishment that we deserve, the punishment for everything we’ve ever done wrong—all our sin. He became our substitute.

1 John 2:2 NLT “He himself is the sacrifice that atones for our sins—and not only our sins but the sins of all the world.”
· The word “atonement” literally means payment for an injury or wrongdoing.
· Sin leaves us with a debt before God that we cannot satisfy. But out of His mercy, God sent His Son to pay the price in full.

2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.”

PAUSE
Jesus is called the Prince of Peace because He secured our peace with God through His substitutionary death on the cross.
Jesus constantly warned people that the whole world someday come under divine judgment. Jesus preached an impending judgment of the world, at which point God is going to pour out His wrath against the unredeemed, the ungodly, and the impenitent. 
· The only hope of escape from that outpouring of wrath is to be covered by the atonement of Christ.

And for all who believe in Jesus and His work on the cross, the war with God is over. The means of peace is finished. 
· The first consequence, the first blessing of repenting of our sins and turning to Christ in faith is that there is no more enmity between us and God.
· Because of the cross, because of his substitutionary death, we who were at one time living in rebellion against God can now be reconciled to him and the war can be over.

QUESTION: Do we have peace with God? Are we at war with God or do we have peace with God?

Peace with God is to no longer be at war with God and Christ’s supreme achievement on the cross is that He appeased the wrath of God, which would burn against us were we not covered by the sacrifice of Christ.

II. How can we have peace with God?

Romans 5:1 NLT Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.

Paul says that we are made right with God and therefore have peace with God, by faith. 
But what does Paul mean by faith? 
· In chapter 4, he gives the example of Abraham (4:18-22) saying that faith is being “fully convinced.”

PAUSE
You know, church, I’m sure if we took a poll of Greeneville today, most people would say they don’t consider themselves to be an enemy of God. 
· If we asked people, “Do you hate God?” The average person would say, “Of course not.”
· Most people would say they are friends of God. 
· But for so many, the God we are friends with is not the God of the Bible, rather a god we have created in our own imaginations.
· A god who lets us live however we want. 
· We can be friends in the areas we want to be friends, and we can be enemies in the areas we want to live like enemies.

But justifying faith is not mere intellectual assent nor is it creating a version of Jesus to our liking and claiming that we believe in Him.
· Justifying faith is believing who Jesus is and who He claimed to be and putting all our trust in Him.

You may have noticed that Paul used the full title “Jesus Christ our Lord.”
· We talked about this in our Colossians series, but Jesus is both Savior and Lord.

Jesus is the Messiah. His atoning death on the cross is how we can be made righteous in God’s sight. By His blood, by His stripes we can be healed. But also, He is Lord.
In Scripture, there are all kinds of titles that are given to Jesus.
· But the main title used for Jesus is the title Paul uses here: Lord. 
· Over 700 times in the NT, this title is ascribed to Christ.
· And the word means master, owner, or one who possesses something.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Henry George Liddell et al., A Greek-English Lexicon (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996), 1013.] 


So, to ‘have faith in Jesus Christ our Lord’, is to recognize as truth the marvelous news that, in Christ, the Lord who has power to redeem the world from error and misery, to end the hostility between us and God, has come. But more than that, the words necessarily imply the appropriate submission to that Lord for personal deliverance.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Lucas, Fullness & Freedom: The Message of Colossians & Philemon, 89.] 

· True conversion implies the right of Christ to rule, and therefore to determine the shape and character of what in his eyes is worthy and consistent living.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Lucas, Fullness & Freedom: The Message of Colossians & Philemon, 89–90.] 


Jesus is Savior and He is Lord and the same Paul, who wrote “we are justified by faith,” said in this same letter…
Romans 10:9-10 NLT If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved.

QUESTION: Have you turned to Jesus as Savior and Lord? Have you repented of your sins and turned to Jesus in submission, fully convinced that His righteousness is everything you need for salvation?

Throughout the NT, salvation is offered to those who choose to repent of their sins and believe in Christ.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Gregory A. Boyd and Paul R. Eddy, Across the Spectrum: Understanding Issues in Evangelical Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2009) ,216.] 

· When JTB began preaching, his message was “Repent, for the KOH is near” (Matt. 3:2).
· Jesus’ public ministry began with the call to “repent and believe the good news” (Mark 1:15).
· Peter’s first sermon called first for repentance.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Thomas Oden, Classic Christianity: A Systematic Theology (New York, NY: HarperOne, 2009), 561.] 

· In Acts 17, Paul preached to the Athenians and said…
· Acts 17:30-31 NLT “God overlooked people’s ignorance about these things in earlier times, but now he commands everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and turn to him. 31 For he has set a day for judging the world with justice by the man he has appointed, and he proved to everyone who this is by raising him from the dead.”

So, have you turned to Jesus as your Savior and Lord?

PAUSE
I would submit to you today that what so many of us really want in life, what so many of us really need, is peace, real peace.
Jesus is the only one who can provide peace with God.
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