Geared Up Part 3
1/18/26 AM

Today, we’re continuing our sermon series titled Geared Up. In this series, we’re working through Eph. 6:10–18, in which the apostle Paul urges us to “be strong in the Lord by putting on all of God’s armor, so that we will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil.”

But before issuing the battle cry, the call to stand strong, Paul begins this letter with a prayer…
Ephesians 1:15-22 NLT Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for God’s people everywhere, 16 I have not stopped thanking God for you. I pray for you constantly, 17 asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God. 18 I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance. 19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. 21 Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in the world to come. 22 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things for the benefit of the church.

In this opening prayer, Paul reminds the Ephesians (and us) that Jesus has overcome the devil and all the forces of evil. 
· By His sacrificial death on the cross and His resurrection from the grave, Jesus has disarmed the enemy. 
· So, as believers, we are not fighting for victory—we fight from victory![footnoteRef:1] [1:  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 57.] 


However, as Paul reminds us in Ephesians, the devil has yet to concede defeat, and until Christ returns, the enemy will continue scheming to make believers retreat or fall.
· So, in his conclusion, Paul commands the Ephesians (and us) to gear up for battle![footnoteRef:2] [2:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 58.] 


PAUSE
You know, in our age of hypersonic missiles, smart bombs, and drones it feels antiquated to talk about leather belts, and wooden shields.

Pearl Harbor.
· USS Missouri.
· The “Mighty Mo” launched on January 29, 1944, and was home to about 3,000 crewmen during WWII.
· The ship is roughly 3 football fields in length, weighs about 50,000 tons, and its four engines produced 212,000 hp. 
· The Japanese Instrument of Surrender was signed on this ship, officially ending WWII.
· But to me, the most impressive feature of the ship was her main battery. 
· She carried nine massive 16-inch (406mm)/50 caliber guns, arranged in three triple-gun turrets, capable of firing armor-piercing shells up to 23 miles. 
· Each gun required a crew of about 100 men.
· To do this day, that ship is still impressive.
· But the reality is, even back in its prime, it wouldn’t stand a chance against the digitally guided missiles of our day that can hit their target halfway around the globe in a matter of minutes.

Through the years, so much has changed in the field of warfare. But Paul’s illustration still stands because some things have not changed.

Sin has not changed. 
We can try to deny its existence. We can try to justify and rationalize. We can try to relabel and normalize disobedience and rebellion, but sin is still sin: 
· Lying is still lying; stealing is still stealing; gossip is still gossip; greed is still greed; fornication is still fornication; homosexuality is still homosexuality; idolatry is still idolatry. 
· Sin has not changed nor have the consequences of sin changed over the centuries.
· Its wages never go unpaid and it still ends in defeat, disgrace, and death.

Temptation has not changed over the years. 
Satan may use different schemes but he’s as busy as ever. Temptation is still with us.

Death is no different from what it was two thousand years ago. 
The typical life span has increased, but death is still with us; it’s certain and unalterable.

PAUSE
Leather belts and wooden shields might not be what we think of when we picture strong battle gear, but some things never change. The battle is still the same. And the Christian’s armor is still found in these great words of the Christian faith: truth, righteousness, peace, salvation, faith, hope, and the Word of God. 
· This is the armor that brought victory then, and it will bring victory today.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Paul A. Tanner, The Church the Body of Christ (James L. Fleming, 2005), Eph 6.] 


PAUSE
Now the first piece of armor Paul details is the belt of truth.
Truth is important in Ephesians and based on Paul’s own words, truth can be understood as the revelation of God in Christ and in Scripture.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  John R. W. Stott, God’s New Society: The Message of Ephesians, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1979), 277.] 


Paul says in 4:21 that “The truth is in Jesus.” 
· So, coming to Jesus, believing in Jesus, trusting in Him is coming to the truth. 
· We must put the truth of Christ on every day. Preach the truth of the gospel to yourself and live in that truth throughout the day.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Ephesians (Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2014), 179.] 

· It all begins with the belt of truth. 

But the next item in the Christian soldier’s equipment is the breastplate of righteousness which we’re going to unpack today.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Stott, God’s New Society: The Message of Ephesians, 278.] 


Look at…
Ephesians 6:14 NLT Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness.
ESV Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

As we tease out this piece of battle gear, we’ll employ the same two questions that guided our approach last week…
· What did this piece of equipment provide for the soldier of Rome?
· What is the biblical equivalent for Christian soldiers? (What is the instruction from Scripture that Paul is calling us to follow?)

Let’s jump into the first question…
I. How did a breastplate help a Roman soldier? What was its role/function?

A short and obvious answer here…
The breastplate of righteousness pictures the metal armor in the shape of a human torso common to the Roman uniform.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Max Anders, Galatians-Colossians, vol. 8, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 191.] 

· Much like a bullet-proof vest today, this piece of armor was designed to cover the chest and protect the major organs.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Walter L. Liefeld, Ephesians, vol. 10, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997), Eph 6:13–17.] 


The ancients maybe didn’t understand the human body like we do today, but they knew that if a soldier took an arrow to the chest, they were in trouble. 
· So, Roman soldiers wore body armor around the torso protect the organs that were vital to existence.
 
But as we unpack this piece of armor, it’s important for us to recognize that beyond protecting their organs for their physiological function, soldiers wore body armor because the people of Paul’s day believed that these various organs were the seat of the deepest inner self: their identity, emotions, motivations, and desires.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  David Martyn Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20 (Edinburgh; Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust, 1977), 223.] 


Think about it, the biblical writers often refer to various organs of the abdominal cavity.[footnoteRef:10] For example… [10:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 223.] 

Psalm 26:1-2 KJV Judge me, O Lord; for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the Lord; therefore I shall not slide. 2 Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my reins and my heart.
Reins means kidneys. In Hebrew culture, kidneys were considered the source of deep emotions.
Jeremiah 4:19 KJV My bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my very heart; my heart maketh a noise in me; I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war.
Philippians 2:1 KJV If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,

The ancients were aware of their feelings and emotions and desires, and they concluded that the cause of a particular feeling or emotion was in a particular organ.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 223.] 

· And we can laugh and say, “Wow, how un-enlightened.” 
· But the fact is, the idea has persisted and we still say the same kinds of things today.
· Katie’s birthday cards.

Honestly, it doesn’t matter whether the ancients were right or wrong, the important thing is to know that that was how they viewed it.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 223.] 


So, the breastplate was a vital piece of armor. Not only did it protect the organs that were essential to living, but it also protected the inner man.
· Their identity, emotions, and desires.

So, that leads to our second question…
II. What is the biblical equivalent?

The apostle tells us plainly, the Christian soldier’s body armor is ‘righteousness’.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Stott, God’s New Society: The Message of Ephesians, 277.] 


Paul tells us to put on this piece of armor because the devil is aiming for the heart. He’s after our identity, beliefs, and decision making.
· And Paul knew that if the enemy can get after our identity, beliefs, and decision making, then he can exert influence over our lives.
· So, we are to protect these parts with righteousness.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 223–224.] 


But that brings us to the same question we faced last week: what does Paul mean by righteousness? Whose righteousness are we talking about? What does it look like practically to put on the body armor of righteousness?

I think we can answer these questions by considering a few ways the devil goes after our identity, beliefs, and decision-making.

And here’s the first. One of the ways our enemy schemes against us is through…
I. Overconfidence.
The devil wants to take a shot at our heart by convincing us that we are good enough on our own, we are righteous enough on our own, we don’t need any help outside ourselves, we are already worthy of a relationship with God and eternity with Him.
· The devil goes after our identity, beliefs, and decisions through overconfidence.

Just as there are some who claim that the belt of truth stands for nothing more than subjective truth, being a person of sincerity and candor, there are some who claim that what is meant here by ‘righteousness’ is just being a good person.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 224.] 

· Just being a morally decent human being who tries to do a little more good than bad.

And church, this is a prevailing belief in our culture today!
· If we went out and asked people, “Do you think you’ll go to heaven when you die?” The vast majority would say, “Yes.” 
· Even people who are living in blatant, willful rebellion against God will often answer, “Yes. I think I’ll go to heaven when I die.”
· If we followed up with the question, “Why do you think you’ll go to heaven?”
· Like 9 times out of 10 the response would be, “Because I’m a good person.”

And some would say…
“I’m a good person because I’m religious.”
· I go to church sometimes, I’ve got a Bible on my coffee table, my grandmother was really involved at church, and I’ve got the license plate that says, “In God we trust.”
· Church, that’s putting our confidence in our own righteousness. 

But then there are others who would say…
“I don’t need God to be a good person.”
· I can do good things, fight for change, and find and live my own truth.
· That’s putting our confidence in our own righteousness. 

PAUSE
Church, our enemy wants to give us a false sense of security based on the illusion that our goodness is good enough, not only to make us worthy of communion with God, but eternity with Him. 

The problem—is that the bible clearly states that our righteousness is not enough to make us acceptable to God.

Isaiah 64:6 NLT We are all infected and impure with sin. When we display our righteous deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags. Like autumn leaves, we wither and fall, and our sins sweep us away like the wind.
Philippians 3:3-7 NLT For we who worship by the Spirit of God are the ones who are truly circumcised. We rely on what Christ Jesus has done for us. We put no confidence in human effort, 4 though I could have confidence in my own effort if anyone could. Indeed, if others have reason for confidence in their own efforts, I have even more! 5 I was circumcised when I was eight days old. I am a pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a member of the tribe of Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was one! I was a member of the Pharisees, who demand the strictest obedience to the Jewish law. 6 I was so zealous that I harshly persecuted the church. And as for righteousness, I obeyed the law without fault.
7 I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done. 

If we track with Paul, he basically says, “I used to think my own righteousness was good enough. I fasted twice a week, gave a tenth of my goods to the poor; I was godly and very religious. But now, I’ve had my eyes opened and I have come to see that it’s not good enough.”
· Paul recognized that however good we think our life is, whatever we think we are, whatever we think we’ve done, when we come to stand in the presence of God, on our own, we will find that we are a hopeless sinner, utterly condemned.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 228.] 


So, Paul was interested in the thing that could keep him (and us) safe and that is ‘the righteousness of God which is by faith’.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 226–227.] 


In his book The Christian Soldier MLJ wrote, “God does not demand only a little goodness. God’s demand is stated in the words: ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and all thy soul, and all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself’ (Matthew 22:37–39). That is God’s standard. You may be highly moral but that is not what God wants of you. What can a man do? The answer is, he can do nothing. And that is the first thing he has to learn. And that is the only way in which he will ever be able to fight the insinuations of the devil … Because we can never attain to God’s standard of righteousness, God sent His only Son into this world, in order that He might be able to give us His righteousness. He came, the spotless, sinless Son of God, and He rendered a perfect obedience to God’s law … He lived a perfectly righteous life. But more than that; He made Himself responsible for our sins, He bore them in His own body and was crucified for them. ‘God laid on him the iniquity of us all.’ And at the Cross God smote His dear Son as our sin bearer. And in raising Christ again on the resurrection day God has proclaimed to us that Christ’s death was more than sufficient to satisfy His righteous demands.”[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 228–229.] 


This is what Paul proclaims in…
2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.

This is what theologians refer to as imputed righteousness.
· To impute is to take something that belongs to one person and put it to the account of another.
· The Bible tells us that through faith, “our debts are charged to Christ’s account and Christ’s obedience is offered for our deficient account.”[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Oden, 594.] 


So, when God counts somebody righteous on the basis of faith, it is not because He looks at them and sees that they are inherently righteous. Rather, they have been clothed by the imputation, or transfer, of the righteousness of Christ through faith.

As R.C Sproul put it, “the single meritorious cause of our salvation is the transfer, or counting, of Jesus’ righteousness for us. Not only did He die to pay the penalty for our sins, but He lived a perfect life of obedience and fulfilled the law for those who put their trust in Him.”

This is what had Paul rejoicing in his letter to the Philippians…
Philippians 3:8-9 NLT Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ 9 and become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on faith.

So, where’s our confidence? Are we relying on our own righteousness? Or on ‘the righteousness of God which is by faith in Christ’?[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 232.] 

· If we’re relying on our own goodness, it’s going to crumble. It will either crumble underneath us at some point in in this life or more tragically it will crumble underneath us when we stand before God only to realize that our righteousness melts like wax under the heat of God’s perfect holiness.

The devil is aiming for the heart, so we need to put on the righteousness of Christ through faith, and we do this by utterly depending upon the Son of God and His perfect work on our behalf.

Another scheme. The devil goes after our identity, beliefs, and decision-making through…
II. Insecurity.
If the devil can’t tempt us to be overconfident about our own righteousness, he’ll tempt us to be overwhelmed by our own unrighteousness.

And he’ll come along and remind us of our unworthiness, our sinfulness, or he’ll rake up something we did in the past and hold it before us. 
· Then turning himself into an angel of light he’ll tell us about the greatness and the glory, the majesty and the holiness of God, and he’ll say, “‘How can such a person as you pray to God? What access, what entry, what right does a miserable, sinful worm like you have to call upon the Lord? God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all; He is of such a pure countenance that He cannot even look upon sin, and here are you proposing to enter into the presence of God!’”[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 248.] 


Mike Kelsey, “Sometimes the devil tells us the truth. But when he tells us the truth, he doesn’t tell us the whole truth.”
· The truth is that our sin does separate us from God. 
· Our rebellious hearts do disqualify us from God's goodness. 
· In our sin and rebellion, we do deserve God's judgment. 
· Our righteousness is inadequate like a filthy rag compared to the perfect holiness God requires.

Those things are all true.
But he leaves out the part about the perfect righteousness that God has made available in Jesus Christ. 

PAUSE
Church, there’s only one way to withstand this kind of scheming, and that’s, to ‘put on the breastplate of righteousness’.

So, when the devil comes after us in this way we take him to…
Romans 5:1-2 NLT Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory.

When the enemy reminds us of our unworthiness, we remind him that our worthiness is not the basis of our approach to God. 
· We don’t go into the presence of God in our own righteousness; we don’t plead before Him our good life or personal excellence.
· Our access to Him is based upon the Lord Jesus Christ.

When the devil comes after us, we take him to…
Hebrews 4:14-16 NLT So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. 15 This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. 16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.

When the enemy reminds us of our unworthiness, we tell him that we aren’t depending on our worthiness, we are dependent upon Christ! 
· He is our representative! He has died for our sins! He has satisfied every demand of the law, and God has acknowledged this by raising Him from the dead. 
· Yes, we need mercy! But we aren’t depending on our own righteousness. 
· It’s His righteousness that is put upon us, and that righteousness is sufficient for all our needs.

Or we take the devil to…
Hebrews 10:19-23 NLT And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. 20 By his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most Holy Place. 21 And since we have a great High Priest who rules over God’s house, 22 let us go right into the presence of God with sincere hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise.

Sometimes the devil wants to try and revive our guilty conscience and convince us that we have no standing, we are condemned, and we are finished!
· When he comes with his accusations and lies, we must remind him that our position never depended upon our righteousness; it is always dependent upon the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ’.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 255.] 


Pastor, Orlando Magic game…

So, are we relying on our own righteousness? Or on ‘the righteousness of God which is by faith in Jesus Christ’?[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 232.] 


Another scheme. The devil goes after our identity, beliefs, and decision-making through…
III. Complacency.

If he can’t tempt us to be overconfident or insecure, he’ll try to tempt us to be complacent in our pursuit of Christ; content with how things are, where we are, or “who” we are.
· Complacency is dangerous because it ignores the call to grow up in the righteousness of Christ, to reflect His character through transformed actions, motives, and thoughts.

When we become complacent, we become stagnate and more and more open to sin. 
But church, the righteousness of Christ that is imputed to us through faith does not exempt us from responsibility to reflect His righteousness in our behavior (Rom. 5:17-21; 8:5-13). 
· The transfer intends to change our behavior toward conforming to the image of God.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Oden, 595.] 


We talked about imputed righteousness, well, this is what theologians refer to as imparted righteousness, practical righteousness. 
Through faith, God imputes the righteousness of Christ to us. That is the beginning; that is what makes us a Christian. But God does not stop there, He then begins to work in us the righteousness of His own Son.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 230.] 

· Thomas Oden, “Coming to Christ assumes that we are truly and willingly beginning to be made righteous. God imparts to us His grace so as to enable us to grow up in righteousness.”[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Oden, 595.] 


While imparted righteousness may not be a term we use often, this is the truth the Apostle expresses to the Ephesians…
Ephesians 5:3-9 NIV But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be partners with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth)

Philippians 2:12-13 NLT Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. 13 For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.

Romans 6:12-13 NLT Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God.

Imparted righteousness, practical, is striving to be like Christ and live according to his ways of righteousness.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Anders, Galatians-Colossians, 191.] 


And we’re not talking about earning our way to God. As Michael DeFazio, “Spiritual formation is about our effort rooted in Christ’s work. He has finished everything necessary to obtain our righteous status, our justification before God and our welcome into God’s presence. It is on the basis of this grace, which establishes a new relationship, that we engage in effort so that we might grow.”

To neglect what we know to be righteous action is to leave a gaping hole in our armor.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Francis Foulkes, Ephesians: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 10, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1989), 180.] 

And if the devil can’t tempt us with overconfidence or insecurity, he will often tempt us with complacency so that we are never conformed to the image of God, so that we never press on toward spiritual maturity and Christlikeness.
· And this is where the devil’s gotten such a foothold with so many of us today.

To keep us complacent…
He’s suggested to us that sin doesn’t matter because our sins have been paid for.
Most of us would never say this out loud. We’d never say that sins don’t matter, but in the moment of temptation, when we have a choice between giving into our sinful desires or giving ourselves completely to God, the enemy will often suggest, “God will forgive you. Just go ahead, God understands and He’ll forgive you.”
· Again, the devil will often tell us half-truths. Yes, Christ did pay for the sins of the world on the cross, but we are not saved in our sins (to remain in them) but despite our sins and from our sins.

Ephesians 4:22 NIV You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires;

The gospel is not a license to sin. 
“It is when we know the love of God to us, and when we love Him as we ought, that sin becomes most hateful. Nothing so keeps us from sin as the fear of grieving the One who has loved us with such a love.”[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 256.] 


To keep us complacent…
He’s suggested that God is more concerned with our happiness than our holiness.
The enemy will try to convince us that transformation is about being happy and it should always be comfortable and easy. That sanctification, growing in holiness, it shouldn’t ever be costly or difficult, it should be comfortable.

But church, consider the Scriptures…
Philippians 2:12 NLT Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear.
1 Timothy 4:7 NLT Do not waste time arguing over godless ideas and old wives’ tales. Instead, train yourself to be godly.
2 Peter 1:3-10 NLT By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence. 4 And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by human desires. 5 In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone. 8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their old sins. 10 So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those God has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away.
2 Peter 3:17-8 NLT You already know these things, dear friends. So be on guard; then you will not be carried away by the errors of these wicked people and lose your own secure footing. 18 Rather, you must grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ…

Happiness is not the goal. Being transformed into the image of Christ is the goal!
· As JTB put it…
· And it’s hard work, but it’s worth it.

Another scheme to keep us complacent…
Our enemy has suggested that God’s love is the same thing as God’s approval.

Facebook evangelist.
· The repeated message

It is true that God is love, it is true that God loves everyone.
John 3:16 NLT “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.

But God can love us and be grieved by our choices.
1 Samuel 15:11 NLT “I am sorry that I ever made Saul king, for he has not been loyal to me and has refused to obey my command.” Samuel was so deeply moved when he heard this that he cried out to the LORD all night.

God can love us and be upset by the ways we choose to live.
Revelation 3:19 NLT I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your indifference.

God can love us and still be rejected.
Matthew 23:37 NLT “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones God’s messengers! How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me.

Church, the enemy will tell us that God’s love and approval are the same thing, but Scripture tells us the truth.
· The gospel doesn’t give us a license to sin. It should lead us to repentance.
· Because of all that God has done for us, we should want to live our lives for Him.

And then to keep us complacent…
The devil has suggested that we can fully experience God’s blessing without obeying God’s commands.

If you follow Christ in the 21st-century, you most likely use the term Christian to describe yourself.
· The word Christian means a “little Christ.”

But if you followed Christ in the 1st-century, you most likely used the term disciple to describe yourself.

While these words mean the same thing, in our world today, we seem to have made a distinction between these two terms. 
· As if it is possible to ascribe to the beliefs of Christianity but not obey Jesus as Lord.

A.W. Tozer wrote, “I must be frank in my feeling that a notable heresy has come into being throughout our evangelical Christian circles—the widely accepted concept that we humans can choose to accept Christ only because we need Him as Savior, and we have the right to postpone our obedience to Him as Lord as long as we want to!”[footnoteRef:30] [30:  A. W. Tozer, Discipleship: What It Truly Means to Be a Christian--Collected Insights from A. W. Tozer (Chicago, IL: Wingspread, 2018), 61.] 


But Jesus said in…
John 8:31-32 NLT Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
John 14:15 NLT “If you love me, obey my commandments.
John 15:5-10 NLT “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! 8 When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father. 9 “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 10 When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 

Church, if we are embracing sin, we’re giving the devil a foothold, we’re giving the enemy an opportunity to take a kill shot.

So, are we truly and willingly beginning to be made righteous? 
· Or have we been schemed into believing the devil’s lies?

PAUSE
We have an enemy who’s going for the kill shot.
He wants to tempt us be overconfident about our own goodness. How do we stand strong? We put on the breastplate of righteousness.
· Our confidence before God is not based on our own righteousness. It’s based on the righteousness we’ve been given through Jesus.
The devil wants to tempt us be insecure about our relationship with God. How do we stand strong? We put on the breastplate of righteousness.
· Our confidence before God is not based on our own righteousness. It's based on the righteousness we’ve been given through Jesus.
The devil wants to keep us complacent in our obedience to God. How do we stand strong? We put on the breastplate of righteousness.
· We walk in obedience to God, working to align our life with the will of God.

Let’s fix our eyes on Jesus and put on the breastplate of righteousness.
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