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Rocky

Today, we’re nearing the end of our sermon series titled Geared Up. 
For the last couple of months, we’ve been working through Ephesians 6:10-18 in which Paul reminds the Christians in Ephesus, and us, that we are not fighting against flesh and blood enemies but against evil rulers and authorities of the spiritual realm.
· So, Paul commands us to “be strong in the Lord by putting on all of God’s armor, so that we will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil.”

As we move along in this text, Paul describes one last piece of God-given armor…
Ephesians 6:17 NLT Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

We’ve determined that Paul wrote Ephesians as a prisoner. Making the most of his situation, he encouraged other Christians by drawing out some spiritual analogies from his daily confinement to a Roman soldier. To help us tease out these analogies, we’ve wrestled with two questions each week…
· What did each piece of equipment provide for the soldier of Rome?
· What is the biblical equivalent for Christian soldiers?

So, let’s knock out the first question…
I. How did a sword help a soldier of Rome? 
Pretty obvious answer.
Of all the six pieces of armor listed, the sword is the only one which can clearly be used for attack as well as defense.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John R. W. Stott, God’s New Society: The Message of Ephesians, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1979), 282.] 

The standard-issue weapon for soldiers of Rome was the Gladius. It was a razor-sharp double-edged blade about two inches wide and two feet long. 
· It wasn’t the only weapon available to Roman soldiers, but it was the top choice.

And while we may not think of a short sword as a powerful weapon, the Roman gladius is widely recognized among historians as “the sword that conquered the world.”
· This short little, double-edged dagger enabled the Roman army to establish and dominate an empire across three continents.

And without being gruesome, it was designed for quick lethal thrusts in hand-to-hand combat.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Walter L. Liefeld, Ephesians, vol. 10, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997), Eph 6:13–17.] 

· Soldiers could efficiently inflict mortal wounds on their enemies while remaining behind that door shaped shield.

PAUSE
In a sermon on this text preached in 1891, Charles Spurgeon said, “The apostle … speaks of withstanding as well as standing. [But] we are not merely to defend, but also to assail. It is not enough that we are not conquered; we have to conquer and hence we find that we are to take, not only a helmet to protect the head, but also a sword, with which to annoy the foe.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  C. H. Spurgeon, “The Sword of the Spirit,” in The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit Sermons, vol. 37 (London: Passmore & Alabaster, 1891), 229.] 


The sword was used to conquer, to fight back, to assail. Or to put it another way — to land some punches.
· A good boxer has to be able to defend themselves against their opponents.
· But a boxer will not win a fight on defense alone — they must be able to land some punches.
· The greatest boxers in history have possessed the ability to land punches.

Roman soldiers had a lot of protective armor, but the sword was a close combat weapon designed for both repelling and attacking the enemy.

So, let’s move on to the second question…
II. What is the biblical equivalent?
Per usual, Paul speaks plainly…
Ephesians 6:17b NLT … take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
· We are to take hold of, to grasp, the sword provided by the HS, which is immediately identified in this text as God’s Word.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Stott, God’s New Society: The Message of Ephesians, 282.] 

· The Scriptures, the Holy Bible, whose origin is repeatedly attributed to the inspiration of the HS,[footnoteRef:5] is the offensive weapon to be used against the schemes and attacks of the devil.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  Stott, God’s New Society: The Message of Ephesians, 282.]  [6:  Harold W. Hoehner, Philip W. Comfort, and Peter H. Davids, Cornerstone Biblical Commentary: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1&2 Thessalonians, Philemon., vol. 16 (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2008), 132.] 


Commentator D.A. Carson said it well, “… the church is given a weapon not merely of defense, but one to strike back against the powers that attack. To strike back with truth when we are personally tempted to evil; to strike back with truth when the church is attacked by false teaching; to strike back with truth when the powers seek to pervade the world around us with alien philosophies and teachings; and finally, to strike vigorous blows for freedom with the fearless proclamation of Christian truth.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Max Turner, “Ephesians,” in New Bible Commentary: 21st Century Edition, ed. D. A. Carson et al., 4th ed. (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), 1244.] 


PAUSE
With the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, it is possible for Christ-followers to stand in such a manner that we drive back the devil and cause him to flee from us.

Our Lord’s use of the Scriptures in his temptations is sufficient proof and incentive for Christians today to fortify themselves with the Word of God.[footnoteRef:8] Look at… [8:  Francis Foulkes, Ephesians: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 10, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1989), 182.] 

Matthew 4:1-10 NLT Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the devil. 2 For forty days and forty nights he fasted and became very hungry. 3 During that time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the Temple, 6 and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, ‘He will order his angels to protect you. And they will hold you up with their hands so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’” 7 Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the Lord your God.’” 8 Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel down and worship me.” 10 “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say,
‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’”

Jesus resisted the temptations of the devil by wielding the Scriptures.
· He didn’t resist the devil by ignoring him (pretending as if he didn’t exist).
· He didn’t resist the devil by quoting the cultural maxims of the day.
· He didn’t resist the devil by granting a truce or trying to remain neutral.

The weapon used by our Lord was the Word of God, the Scriptures. And you and I are to fight the devil and all his powers with the same weapon, ‘the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God’.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  David Martyn Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20 (Edinburgh; Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust, 1977), 325–326.] 


PAUSE
The Word is a powerful weapon! Paul told Timothy…
2 Timothy 3:16 NLT All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.
· Paul assures us that the Scriptures are given to us by God.

There’s an equally important statement in…
2 Peter 1:19-21 NLT Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the message proclaimed by the prophets. You must pay close attention to what they wrote, for their words are like a lamp shining in a dark place—until the Day dawns, and Christ the Morning Star shines in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own understanding, 21 or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God.
· Peter tells us that the prophecies in the OT are not just the private opinions or theories that the prophets came up with on their own.
· They were moved by the HS, and they spoke from God.

PAUSE
Church, the Bible is not a mere human document. It is God’s own outbreathed Word.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 326–327.] 

No literature in the world has been subjected to such intense scrutiny over such a long period of time as the Bible. Yet, it has outlived and shall outlive all its enemies. 
· Like the anvil that feels the blow of a thousand hammers, it stands while its enemies lie in the dust heaps of the centuries.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Paul A. Tanner, The Church the Body of Christ (James L. Fleming, 2005), Eph 6.] 


PAUSE
Church, we are not to fight the devil in our own strength or power, or with our own ideas; we are to fight him with the Word that the very Spirit of God Himself has produced.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 327.] 


In his commentary The Christian Soldier MLJ wrote, “The only way to fight and to repel the enemy is to take up this ‘sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God’. If you are not certain that it is the Word of God, if you do not rely utterly, absolutely upon it, if you do not believe it is inerrant, then you have a broken sword in your hand and you are already defeated by your enemy. Take up this sword and use it in the power of the Spirit, and I care not what universities or scholars or culture or anything else that may arise against you … with the Word of God you are divinely equipped, and you will be able to repulse and drive back your enemy.”[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 333.] 


To take up the sword of the Spirit, “We must be soaked in Scripture, we must ‘have it at our fingertips’, so that when we are tempted, the appropriate Word comes to us … We must not content ourselves with reading a few verses and imagining that when we’ve read the verse of the day, we have truly studied the Scriptures. We must give time to it, we must get down to the depths in it, we must read the whole Bible and be steeped in the knowledge of its every part. Then at any given moment [the Spirit can lead us to the Word and] we shall have the appropriate answer, and the enemy will not only be repelled, but being disarmed, he will flee from us.”[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Lloyd-Jones, The Christian Soldier: An Exposition of Ephesians 6:10–20, 335.] 


Church, there’s not a weapon we could be given for the battle at hand that is more powerful than the weapon God has provided for us which is His Word.

As the author of Hebrews put it…
Hebrews 4:12 NLT For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.
· The Bible is the very Word of God, and this two-edged sword will cut through the enemy’s front guard and will hold the line for the Lord of hosts. 

PAUSE
But church, here’s what we must understand today…
Our enemy knows the power of the Word — which is why his main strategy against us is to keep us from hearing, believing, and obeying the Word of God.

PAUSE
We established in the first week of this series that we have an enemy who wants to destroy us.
Paul begins this discussion of spiritual armor by reminding us that the devil wants to destroy our lives. Our enemy is actively working towards our eternal destruction.

And I know that to our Westernized minds, it’s irrational and uneducated to talk about the devil.
· But from cover to cover the Bible teaches the existence of the spiritual realm and what was important to Paul, was making sure that his readers recognized the real, unseen battle raging around them every day.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Ephesians (Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2014), 174–175.] 


Church, whether we acknowledge it or not, we live every day of our lives in the midst of spiritual war.
· When we’re alone, with family, when we’re at work, at school, at the Y or PF, at the SG game, at the grocery store, when we’re on our phone, or when we’re watching Netflix.
· The Word of God teaches us that we are all involved in spiritual war all the time.
· We have an enemy who wants to destroy us and there’s no part of our lives over which our adversary does not want to exercise influence.

And the way the enemy works is by keeping us from hearing, believing, and obeying God’s Word.
Church, I think we could make the case that all spiritual warfare revolves around attacking what God has revealed in his word. 

We can find examples all throughout Scripture, but I’m going to point out two…
In Genesis 2, everything is perfect. God creates Adam and Eve, He creates marriage between man and woman, and everything is perfect. 
· Adam and Eve have a perfect relationship with God, with each other, with creation — it’s all perfect.
· But then in Genesis 3, the devil enters the scene, and the spiritual war is on.

Look at…
Genesis 3:1 NLT The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made. One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” 2 “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. 3 “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’” 4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.”

What was the devil’s strategy — to attack God’s Word.
The enemy said, “Eve, girl. Don’t listen to God, don’t believe Him, and don’t obey His command — you know better than God.”

And we read that Eve fell into the trap, ate some of the fruit, and gave some to her husband.
· Sin and death entered creation and paradise was lost.

PAUSE
The enemy’s strategy was to keep Adam and Eve from hearing, believing, and obeying God’s Word.
And the rest of the OT is the story of this spiritual war. 
· The enemy trying to drive a wedge between God’s people and God’s Word.

But it’s not just the OT, the NT tells us the same story. In fact, in Mark 4, a large crowd of people gathered around Jesus, and he got into a boat, so that everyone could hear him, and he told this parable… 
Mark 4:3-9 NLT “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. 4 As he scattered it across his field, some of the seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it. 5 Other seed fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seed sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 But the plant soon wilted under the hot sun, and since it didn’t have deep roots, it died. 7 Other seed fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants so they produced no grain.8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” 9 Then he said, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”

Now later, when the disciples were alone with Jesus, they asked Him to unpack the parable and in verse 14 Jesus said…
Mark 4:14 NLT The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others. [So, the parable is about God’s Word.] 15 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to have Satan come at once and take it away. 
· What is the enemy doing? Attacking God’s Word.
· Church, when God’s word is spoken, shared, or preached, the devil is actively working to take it away, to distract us with other things, to convince us to discount Scripture as being untrue, and to persuade us that God’s Word has no bearing on our lives.
· The enemy wants to devour us, and his strategy is to keep us from hearing, believing, and obeying God’s Word.

Jesus goes on…
Mark 4:16-17 NLT The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 
· Same strategy. And if the devil can’t take away the seed at once, he waits for a more opportune time to attack God’s Word and when we face problems or persecutions because of the Word, when life isn’t working out, when we don’t understand what’s going on, when trial shows up, the enemy swoops in and whispers things like, “Shouldn’t your life be easier right now? Is God really for you? Does He really have your best interests in mind? Life would be easier if you’d just go back to the way things were before.”
· The devil wants to devour us, and his strategy is to keep us from hearing, believing, and obeying God’s Word.

Mark 4:18-19 NLT The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word, 19 but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no fruit is produced.
· The strategy doesn’t change. 
· If the devil can’t take away the seed before our roots really begin to develop, then he attacks by drowning out our zeal for God’s Word with desires for all kinds of other things. 
· Status/recognition, achievements, power, possessions, sports, entertainment/hobbies, sex, including all sorts of perversions. 
· Our adversary wants to devour us, and his strategy is to keep us from hearing, believing, and obeying God’s Word.

But Jesus doesn’t stop there…
Mark 4:20 NLT … the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”
· Jesus says those who hear, believe, and obey his word experience the abundant harvest.
· Those who not only repel the enemy but resist until he flees, experience the abundant harvest.

PAUSE
Church, spiritual warfare revolves around attacking what God has revealed in his word and the way we win the war is by taking up our God-given sword, which is the Word, and using it in the power of the Spirit.

PAUSE
To quote Spurgeon once more…
It’s clear from our text that our defense and conquest must be obtained [through] fighting … We are not to cease from conflict and try to be as agreeable as we can with our Lord’s foes, frequenting their assemblies, and tasting their dainties. No such orders are written here. We are to grasp our weapon, and go forth to fight. We may not dream of winning the battle by accident. No man was ever holy by a happy chance. Infinite damage may be done by carelessness; but no man ever won life’s battle by it. To let things go on as they please, is to let them bear us down to hell. We have no orders to be quiet and take matters easily. No; we are to pray always and watch constantly. The one note that rings out from the text is this: — Take the sword! Take the sword! No longer is it, talk and debate! No longer is it, parley and compromise! The word of thunder is—Take the sword. The Captain’s voice is clear as a trumpet—Take the sword! No Christian here will have been obedient to our text unless with clear, sharp, and decisive firmness, courage, and resolve, we take the sword. We must go to heaven sword in hand, all the way. So, “take the sword.”[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Spurgeon, “The Sword of the Spirit,” 229–230.] 


PAUSE
I began the sermon by telling you about my visit to the Rocky steps in Philadelphia because I believe there are some of us in this room who need to start busting up the enemies lies with the truth of God’s Word.
The enemy is attacking God’s Word in our lives and it’s time for us to raise our gloves and start throwing some punches of our own.
· Maybe it’s a distraction that keeps us from meaningful time in the Word and we need to start busting up the distractions with truth.
· Maybe we’re in a season of trouble or trial or difficulty and the enemy has whispered some lies about God’s character and we need to start busting up those lies with the truth of God’s Word.
· Maybe the enemy is trying to drown the Word out of heart, and we need to start busting up his empty promises with the truth of God’s Word.

PAUSE
Church, we can trust God’s Word. We need God’s Word. Do not go into battle without the sword God provides. Read it. Meditate on it. Pray it. Live it.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Merida, Exalting Jesus in Ephesians, 181–182.] 
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