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Today, we continue our journey through this short OT book.
And just to give an episode recap from where we pressed paused two weeks ago, there are three main characters in the book of Ruth and chapter 1 introduced us two of them: Naomi and Ruth.
· Naomi was married to a man named Elimelech and during a famine in Bethlehem, they packed up with their two young sons and moved to Moab, which was enemy territory. The psalms refer to Moab as the washpot or garbage can.
· But shortly after arriving in Moab, Elimelech died.
· Before long Naomi’s sons, Mahlon and Chilion end up marrying Moabite women, which was a clear violation of Mosaic law.
· But then, without having children, the narrator informs us that both sons die in Moab and Naomi is left childless and without her husband.
· Eventually, the famine passed in Bethlehem and Naomi decided to return home to Bethlehem. 
· She pressed her daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth, to remain in Moab and Orpah chose to stay.
· But Ruth left her past behind and went to Bethlehem with Naomi.

So, the opening scene ends with these two widows arriving in Bethlehem…
And Naomi arrives just consumed with bitterness.
· The narrator tells us that when the two ladies hit Main St. the town was stirred and the women of Bethlehem asked, “Naomi, is that you? Is it really you? It’s so good to see you!” 
· And Naomi said, “Don’t call me Naomi, don’t be happy around me, wipe those smiles off your faces and call me bitter because my life is nothing but bitterness.”
· She was so sour.

But Ruth, on the other hand, was willing for God to have His way in her life.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Committed, “Be” Commentary Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1993), 25.] 

· She arrives in Bethlehem ready to honor the commitment she made on the journey between Moab and Bethlehem.
· And what we find in chapter 2 is God beginning His gracious work with Ruth.
· She had no idea that she was part of an eternal plan that would fulfill God’s promise to Abraham that his seed would bring blessing to the whole world. 
· But she was willing to turn everything over to God — and the Lord brings about a wonderful work that eventually brings the Son of God into the world.
· Ruth’s story began with pain and sorrow, but it ends in triumph with God having worked with, and in, and through Ruth. 

And church, here’s what I know, that’s how everyone of us wants our story to end.

PAUSE
If we want God to work in our lives and circumstances and accomplish His gracious purposes, then there are certain conditions that we must meet, and these conditions are illustrated in Ruth’s experiences in this chapter.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Wiersbe, Be Committed, 25.] 

· So, today we’ll walk through this text and uncover the three conditions we must meet if we want God to work with, in, and through us.

Let’s jump into the text…
Ruth 2:1-3 NLT Now there was a wealthy and influential man in Bethlehem named Boaz, who was a relative of Naomi’s husband, Elimelech. 2 One day Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go out into the harvest fields to pick up the stalks of grain left behind by anyone who is kind enough to let me do it.” Naomi replied, “All right, my daughter, go ahead.” 3 So Ruth went out to gather grain behind the harvesters. And as it happened, she found herself working in a field that belonged to Boaz, the relative of her father-in-law, Elimelech.

Church, if we want God to work in our lives and circumstances and accomplish His gracious purposes, then here’s the first condition…
I. We must live by faith in the Lord.

To live by faith means to take the Lord at His word and then act upon that Word.
That’s what Ruth is doing in asking for Naomi’s permission to glean in the fields.
· It was a step of faith based on God’s commandment (Lev. 19:9–10; 23:22; Deut. 24:19–22).
· In Leviticus, God dictated that farmers leave the corners of their fields untouched at harvest time and not to go back to gather any grain they might have missed or dropped.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Daniel Isaac Block, Judges, Ruth, vol. 6, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 652.] 

· This was the Lord’s provision for the widows, aliens, and orphans who trailed along behind the reapers, picking up the leftovers.

Ruth had learned what God declared in His Word, she believed that God would keep His Word, and so, she set out to find a field in which she could glean.

And this may not seem like that big of a deal to us, but this was more than just going out to work in the garden. This was a risky step of faith for Ruth.
· She was a widowed woman which meant that she was vulnerable. 
· There were no government services to help/protect desperate people like her.
· One commentator wrote, “Ruth had to be careful where she went.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Wiersbe, Be Committed, 28.] 

· Based on Boaz’s instructions/threats to his workers, we get the impression that at this point in history, Bethlehem was like the wild west.
· One commentator wrote, “Ruth had to be careful where she went.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Wiersbe, Be Committed, 28.] 

· So, in going out to glean, Ruth set aside her fears and took some incredible risks to implement the devotion affirmed earlier.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Robert L. Hubbard, The Book of Ruth, The New International Commentary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988), 137.] 


But going out to glean was also an act of faith because Ruth was an outsider, which meant that she didn’t know whose farm she was walking on.
· Cave Run
· Historians tell us that in Ruth’s day there were no fences or family signs at the gate as seen on our farms today.
· So, Ruth would have no idea who owned what.
· And yes, God had commanded his people to care for the poor, but again, this was during the time of the judges.
· Greedy landowners and harvesters often obstructed the efforts of gleaners by ridicule, tricks, harm, and in some cases outright expulsion.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Hubbard, The Book of Ruth, 136.] 


But Ruth’s faith moved her to go to the field with the prayerful expectation that God would keep His Word and someone would show her favor.

And the text tells us that she just so happened to end up in Boaz’s field. Third main character in this story.
The Hebrew literally translates “by chance’s chance” she ended up on Boaz’s land.
· As we read these words, we can almost see the narrator winking at us.
· The author wants us to look closely. If we think this is just luck, we need to look again because God is at work here.

And in this text, there are no direct revelations, angelic visitors or voices from heaven. No judge, or prophet, or priest is involved in these events, yet the hand of God is just as discernible to the eye of faith as if it had been literally visible.
· Bluefield job.

Ruth went to glean in faith that God would take care of her and He did!

PAUSE
Church, when we surrender our lives to the Lord, God is constantly working with us (Mark 16:20), in us (Phil. 2:12–13), and for us (Rom. 8:28) and accomplishing His gracious purposes. 
· We pray, we seek His will, and we make decisions/go out to glean (and sometimes make mistakes); but it is God who guides His willing children.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Wiersbe, Be Committed, 28–29.] 


If we want the Lord to work in our lives and accomplish His gracious purposes, then we must live by faith (trust) in Him.

Let’s keep reading…
Ruth 2:4-16 NLT While she was there, Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters. “The Lord be with you!” he said. “The Lord bless you!” the harvesters replied. 5 Then Boaz asked his foreman, “Who is that young woman over there? Who does she belong to?” 6 And the foreman replied, “She is the young woman from Moab who came back with Naomi. 7 She asked me this morning if she could gather grain behind the harvesters. She has been hard at work ever since, except for a few minutes’ rest in the shelter.” 8 Boaz went over and said to Ruth, “Listen, my daughter. Stay right here with us when you gather grain; don’t go to any other fields. Stay right behind the young women working in my field.9 See which part of the field they are harvesting, and then follow them. I have warned the young men not to treat you roughly. And when you are thirsty, help yourself to the water they have drawn from the well.” 10 Ruth fell at his feet and thanked him warmly. “What have I done to deserve such kindness?” she asked. “I am only a foreigner.” 11 “Yes, I know,” Boaz replied. “But I also know about everything you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband. I have heard how you left your father and mother and your own land to live here among complete strangers. 12 May the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge, reward you fully for what you have done.” 13 “I hope I continue to please you, sir,” she replied. “You have comforted me by speaking so kindly to me, even though I am not one of your workers.” 14 At mealtime Boaz called to her, “Come over here, and help yourself to some food. You can dip your bread in the sour wine.” So she sat with his harvesters, and Boaz gave her some roasted grain to eat. She ate all she wanted and still had some left over. 15 When Ruth went back to work again, Boaz ordered his young men, “Let her gather grain right among the sheaves without stopping her. 16 And pull out some heads of barley from the bundles and drop them on purpose for her. Let her pick them up, and don’t give her a hard time!”

If we want God to work in our lives and accomplish His purposes, then here’s the next condition…
II. We must live by the grace of God.
We must depend upon the grace of God.

When Ruth set out that morning to glean in the fields, she was looking for someone who would show her grace. 
· Grace is favor bestowed on someone who does not deserve it and cannot earn it. 
· As a woman, a poor widow, and an alien, Ruth was at the lowest rung of the social ladder.

The channel of grace in this story was Boaz.
· We talk a lot about Ruth, but what about Boaz. 
· If you know the record in the Book of Judges, it’s almost shocking to read about a man like Boaz.
· A man who knew the Lord and sought to obey His will.
· Sermon within the sermon: it’s possible to walk in fellowship with God even when everyone around is not, even when the world’s gone sideways, it’s possible to walk closely with God
· Our culture today.
· How good it is to know that God has good people living in bad times![footnoteRef:9] [9:  Wiersbe, Be Committed, 29.] 


But Boaz was the channel of grace.
· He took the initiative with Ruth.
· In verse 8, he made the first move. He went over to her. She didn’t reach out to him; he reached out to her.
· He spoke to Ruth first.
· He asked his workers about her, he knew her story, and the text tells us that he worked up his courage and mapped out a plan to talk to her because asking a girl out can be terrifying, right guys?
· Mom and Dad Valentine’s Day
· But Boaz put the harvest aside to speak to a poor stranger gleaning in his field.
· Boaz also promised to protect Ruth and provide for her needs.
· He instructed his workers to watch after her, care for her, and deliberately drop some of the harvest so she could pick it up. 
· In fact, Boaz invited her to eat with him, served her food himself and enough for her to have leftovers.
· The narrator shows how Boaz took an ordinary occasion and transformed it into a glorious demonstration of compassion, generosity, and grace.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Block, Judges, Ruth, 667.] 


Ruth went out that morning looking for someone who would show her grace and Boaz was that channel of grace.
· And I love Ruth’s question in verse 10…
Ruth 2:10 NLT Ruth fell at his feet and thanked him warmly. “What have I done to deserve such kindness?” she asked. “I am only a foreigner.”

So often, we ask this question from the other side.
· Why me? Why is this happening to me? What have I done to deserve this trouble, difficulty, discomfort?
· Ruth asks the reverse question.

PAUSE
Ruth was dependent on God’s grace and God, in His grace, provided everything she needed.

I mentioned in the first week of this series that the book of Ruth is such a fitting book to study as we approach Easter.
Because Bible scholars have long noted that Boaz provides a picture of our Lord Jesus Christ in His relationship to His bride, the church.

Like Boaz, God has taken the initiative in salvation.
· We have no claim on His mercy. Like Ruth, those who are lost in their sin are outside the covenant family of God.
· Yet, He has provided a way for us to enter His family through faith in Jesus Christ.
· Romans 5:8
Like Boaz, God has spoken to us.
· The Creator of all things has spoken to us in Jesus Christ and through His Word! 
· In spite of all that a world of sinners has done to the Lord, He still speaks to us in His grace. 
· And He not only speaks the word of salvation, but through the HS and His Word He also gives us the guidance we need for everyday life.
Like Boaz, God promises to protect and provide and satisfy.
· Jesus Christ came to this earth as a servant (Phil. 2:1–11) that He might save us and make us a part of His family. He has shared with us the riches of His mercy and love (Eph. 2:4), the riches of His grace (v. 7), the riches of His wisdom and knowledge (Rom. 11:33), and His riches in glory (Phil. 4:19).
· We, undeserving “foreigners,” can become members of the family of God and have all of His inheritance at our disposal.

PAUSE
Warren Wiersbe wrote, “I find that many people are miserable because they don’t obey the admonition of Hebrews 12:2: “fixing our eyes on Jesus.” They spend so much time looking at themselves, their circumstances, and other people that they fail to do what Ruth did, namely, center their attention on their Master. Instead of resting in His perfections, they focus on their own imperfections. Instead of seeing His spiritual riches, they complain about their bankruptcy.”

PAUSE
Church, if we listen to the voices of this world, we will be discouraged; but if we listen to the voice of God from His Word, our hearts will be encouraged.
· The Word of God and the Son of God can fully satisfy the heart of the believer. When we seek for satisfaction anywhere else, we will find ourselves disobedient and dissatisfied.
· The lost world labors for that which doesn’t satisfy (Isa. 55:2), but the believer has full satisfaction because of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ (Ps. 36:7–9; 63:5; 65:4; 103:5; 107:9).

Ruth went to glean in faith believing that God would be gracious to her and He was!

If we want the Lord to work in our lives and accomplish His gracious purposes, then we must live dependent upon God’s grace. But there’s a third condition we must meet.

Let’s finish the chapter…
Ruth 2:17–23 NLT So Ruth gathered barley there all day, and when she beat out the grain that evening, it filled an entire basket. 18 She carried it back into town and showed it to her mother-in-law. Ruth also gave her the roasted grain that was left over from her meal. 19 “Where did you gather all this grain today?” Naomi asked. “Where did you work? May the Lord bless the one who helped you!” So Ruth told her mother-in-law about the man in whose field she had worked. She said, “The man I worked with today is named Boaz.” 20 “May the Lord bless him!” Naomi told her daughter-in-law. “He is showing his kindness to us as well as to your dead husband. That man is one of our closest relatives, one of our family redeemers.” 21 Then Ruth said, “What’s more, Boaz even told me to come back and stay with his harvesters until the entire harvest is completed.” 22 “Good!” Naomi exclaimed. “Do as he said, my daughter. Stay with his young women right through the whole harvest. You might be harassed in other fields, but you’ll be safe with him.” 23 So Ruth worked alongside the women in Boaz’s fields and gathered grain with them until the end of the barley harvest. Then she continued working with them through the wheat harvest in early summer. And all the while she lived with her mother-in-law. 

If we want God to work in our lives and accomplish His purposes, then here’s the last condition…
III. We must live in hope.

All day long, Ruth labored with a happy and hopeful heart. She was still laboring, but she was hopeful. 

But what’s really interesting is Naomi’s response to Ruth’s experience in Boaz’s field.
The last time we saw Naomi, she was mad at the world blaming God for all her sorrows.
But now we hear a new word from Naomi’s lips—“Blessed!” 
· When Naomi saw the leftovers, she blessed the man who allowed Ruth to work in his field; and when she heard that the man was Boaz, Naomi blessed the Lord. 
· What a change has taken place in the heart of this grieving widow! This change came about because of the new hope she had, and the one who gave her that new hope was Boaz.

Naomi had hope because of who Boaz was.
· A near kinsman who was wealthy and influential. As we will see soon, a near kinsman could rescue relatives from poverty and give them a new beginning (Lev. 25:25–34). 

But Naomi also had hope because of what Boaz did and could do.
· He showed kindness to Ruth and took a personal interest in her situation which was proof to Naomi that her husband’s relative was making plans that included her and her daughter-in-law.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Wiersbe, Be Committed, 35–36.] 


The exciting new hope that now possessed the two widows was centered in a person, Boaz, just as our hope is centered in the Son of God. 

Shouldn’t we who believe in Jesus Christ live in hope?
When we consider who He is, what He has done for us, and what He says to us in His Word, there is no reason for us to feel hopeless.
· Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He died for us, and now He intercedes for us in heaven. In His Word, He has given us “exceedingly great and precious promises” (2 Peter 1:4, KJV) that can never fail.
· No matter how we may feel today, no matter how difficult our circumstances may be, we can rejoice in hope if we will focus your faith on Jesus Christ.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Wiersbe, Be Committed, 36.] 


For the Christian, hope is not a shallow feeling based on optimistic fantasies. 
Hope is an inner sense of joyful assurance and confidence as we trust God’s promises and face the future with His help.
· This hope is God’s gift to His children through the HS, who reminds us of God’s promises found in His Word (Rom. 15:13).

The Scriptures tell us that through faith in Christ, we have been born again into “a living hope” (1 Peter 1:3); and because it is a living hope, it grows stronger each day and produces fruit. The hopes that the world clings to are dead hopes, but ours is a living hope because it is rooted in the living Christ.

PAUSE
Ruth arrived in Bethlehem willing for God to have first place in her life and in chapter 2, God begins His gracious work.
· God used Ruth to turn Naomi’s bitterness into gratitude, her unbelief into faith, and her despair into hope.

PAUSE
If we want God to work in our lives and circumstances and accomplish His gracious purposes, then we must live by faith in God, depend upon the grace of God, and full of hope in God.
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