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Katie loves March Madness. But one of the things she doesn’t love are the mid-game interviews.
· Maybe she doesn’t love the mid-game interviews because oftentimes, the reporters ask ridiculous questions. For example:
· “Coach, your team is losing by 20 points. How are your players feeling right now?”
· Obviously, not great.
· “Coach, it’s a tight game. What’s your plan for the second half?”
· To score more points than they do.
· “Coach, the other team is on fire from beyond the arc. What’s the message to your team?”
· To play defense.

Mid game interviews often feature ridiculous questions.

PAUSE
If you have your Bibles, turn with me to Mark 10 picking up at verse 17. 
· This event, which is also recorded in Matthew and Luke, is kind of like a mid-game interview with Jesus.
· But the question in this text is not a ridiculous question — it’s the universal question of the human heart.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Otto F. Linn, The Gospel of Mark (James L. Fleming, 2005; 2005), Mk 10:17–22.] 


So, today in our time together we’ll walk through this passage and then consider the implication of Jesus’ response…
Mark 10:17-22 NLT As Jesus was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, a man came running up to him…
This guy wasn’t out for a leisurely stroll—he was running like Greene County kids at Field Day. It’s an all-out sprint.
· This may not seem all that odd to us, but in the Middle East, it was undignified for men to run[footnoteRef:2] and running was an activity that few people did under the hot sun.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Rodney L. Cooper, Mark, vol. 2, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 166.]  [3:  Donald English, The Message of Mark: The Mystery of Faith, The Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1992), 177.] 


But not only was this man running towards Jesus, when he reached the Lord, he threw himself to the ground at Jesus’ feet.
· And with his chest still heaving for breath — he blurts out a question.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  R. Kent Hughes, Mark: Jesus, Servant and Savior, vol. 2, Preaching the Word (Westchester, IL: Crossway Books, 1989), 61.] 

 “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

PAUSE
Katie’s Nana, that passed last year, was one of the best storytellers I’ve ever known. 
I loved to hear her tell stories about her childhood, because as she told a story, you could close your eyes and feel like you backin Grapeland, TX in the 1930’s. 
· She was a tremendous storyteller.
· But what I always found interesting about Nana’s stories, was that her history was often divided into two periods: before the war, and after the war.
· “She’d tell a story and preface it…”
· Like so many others, the Second World War changed her life dramatically. Everything was different from that point on.

PAUSE
Many first-century Jews divided their history in the same way. They believed that something would happen in the future which would make everything different.
· God would bring freedom, peace, justice and new life for His people.
· And their way of talking about all this was to distinguish between the Present Age and the Age to Come.
· The Present Age was full of evil, injustice, and oppression. But in the Age to Come everything would be different. 
· And the pressing question for any Jew who believed this was: how can I be sure that I will be one of those who will inherit the Age to Come?”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  N.T. Wright, 134-5.] 

· That’s the question this man was asking Jesus.
· “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit life in the age to come?”
· He knew that God was going to make all things new and when God made all things new, he did not want to miss out. He did not want to be left standing on the outside looking in.

But Jesus doesn’t answer the question right away. In fact, He responds with a question of His own…
18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked. “Only God is truly good.”

This verse has puzzled commentators to this day!
· But if we consider Jesus’ interactions throughout the gospels, He often asked people questions to draw out faith.
· For example, in Luke 8:45, a woman was healed of a hemorrhage by touching the hem of Jesus’ garment. He asked, “Who touched me?” Jesus knew who had touched him, but he wanted her to come forward and acknowledge her faith. It helped restore her to community.
· In Luke 9:20 (“Who do you say I am?”), in Luke 10:36 (“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”), and John 8:10 (“Has no one condemned you?”).[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Cooper, Mark, 167.] 

· Jesus didn’t ask these questions for his own benefit. He asked these questions to draw out faith.

PAUSE
And here in this text, Jesus is trying to draw out faith. He’s trying to help the rich young ruler recognize the full implications of his own words.
· The man called Jesus “good,” which would be normal for us, but “good” was a word that was not used lightly in Judaism. In fact, it was a title ascribed to God alone.
· So, in running up to Jesus, bowing before Him and calling Him “good teacher,” this man seems to have connected the dots. The same connection Peter had made back in 8:29.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  R. Alan Cole, Mark: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 2, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1989), 237.] 

· That Jesus is Savior and Lord.

PAUSE
But the decision this man had to make, which is at the heart of Jesus’ questions here, was whether he was prepared to lend full weight to his pronouncement that Jesus is Lord?[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Cooper, Mark, 167.] 

· If Jesus is God, if He is Lord, then He has a right to demand what only God has a right to demand—which is total commitment. 
· Was he ready to give Jesus his total commitment?
· Was he ready to take up his cross and follow Jesus as a disciple?[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Royce Gordon Gruenler, “Mark,” in Evangelical Commentary on the Bible, vol. 3, Baker Reference Library (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1995), 786.] 


Jesus knows, so, he presses the man further…
19 But to answer your question, you know the commandments: ‘You must not murder. You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not testify falsely. You must not cheat anyone. Honor your father and mother.’” 

The rich young ruler had asked what he could do to inherit eternal life, as if salvation could be attained by his own efforts.
· So, it’s as if Jesus said, “What must you do? If that’s your approach, then you must do everything the law commands.”
Jesus gives the man a digest of the commandments that deal with duty to neighbor, leaving out the first four which deal with duty to God.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Cole, Mark: An Introduction and Commentary, 238.] 


The man replied…
20 “Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was young.” 

It may seem like this man is just being arrogant, but if this list were all the law contained, then according to the rabbis, there was an external sense in which this man could have kept them—now, would it have been difficult, absolutely—but not impossible. 

However, as is the case with everyone who banks their hopes of eternity on the law—this rich young ruler did not understand what was involved in keeping the Commandments.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Brooks, Mark, 163.] 

· He had not considered the spirit of the law as Jesus laid it down in the SotM.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Cooper, Mark, 167.] 


Verse 21…
21 Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him…
Church, it’s worth noting that whatever Jesus commands us to do is because of his love for us.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Cooper, Mark, 168.] 

· Love comes before His command here.

And look at His command to the rich young ruler…
“There is still one thing you haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

It may seem like Jesus is being harsh, but Mark makes Jesus’ motive here explicit. 
· He looked intently at this young man and loved him (v 21). 
· The Lord knew, despite the man’s admirable piety, something else occupied first place in his life, and because of this, he lived in perpetual transgression of the First Commandment against having other gods before the true God (Exodus 20:3). 
· The young man claimed that he had kept all the commandments, and so Jesus effectively says, ok, let’s start with the first commandment: “You shall have no other gods before me.” 
· What if your money was all gone, and everything that comes with it—respect, admiration, and luxuries? 
· Would you give it up to follow me or has money become your god?[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Jason Meyer, Mark for You, ed. Carl Laferton, God’s Word for You (The Good Book Company, 2022), 154.] 


PAUSE
If this man was going to follow Jesus into eternal life, he had to first loosen the grip of that in which he trusted most, which was his wealth. 
· Without that step, he was not even keeping the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:3–4). 
· He had to choose—riches or the kingdom.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  English, The Message of Mark: The Mystery of Faith, 177.] 


PAUSE
Mark graphically records the man’s response…
22 At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.

The phrase “the man’s face fell” comes from a word that could also describe the sky darkening before a storm.
· In other words, it was alarming for this man to think about life without money.
The second word also describes an intense emotional response. 
· The same term is used in Mark 14:19, when Jesus tells the disciples that one of them will betray him. They were devastated and are grieved to the bone. 

Church, this is the response of someone trapped in the snare of idolatry. 
· The alarm goes off in his heart, and the choice is before him (riches or the kingdom), but he cannot let go of his stuff—he cannot let go of what he loves most.

Had this man truly trusted in the goodness of God (v. 18), he would have welcomed Jesus’ command as God’s best for him. 
· And it’s a sobering reminder that Jesus doesn’t chase him down and say wait a minute, let me lower the standards.

Jesus always demands that those who come to him put away their idols.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Hughes, Mark: Jesus, Servant and Savior, 63.] 

· And “selling everything … and giving to the poor” was this man’s idol.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Brooks, Mark, 163.] 

· But for some of us, Jesus may ask us to give up other things in order to follow Him: a vocation, a style of life, a sinful passion, or a relationship. 
· The call is not to poverty but to discipleship — to following Jesus in single-minded obedience.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Brooks, Mark, 163.] 


PAUSE
In his book, The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer explores the calling of Matthew, Peter, and the rich young ruler in the text we’ve studied today. 
· Bonhoeffer notes that Jesus demanded single-minded obedience in every situation. 
· Matthew must leave his life as a tax collector. 
· Peter must risk his life and step out of the boat. 
· The rich young man must sell his possessions and trust God for his provision.

In each situation, those called to follow Jesus faced obstacles that could have prevented them from obeying Christ. Bonhoeffer argues that we face the same obstacles today.

So, church, here’s our question to consider today.
If this story were written about you and me, what would Jesus call us to leave behind?
· Would it be possessions, a position, a level of power, a relationship or group of friends, or a passion or desire?[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Hughes, Mark: Jesus, Servant and Savior, 63.] 

· What is it that most threatens our relationship with Jesus?

PAUSE
What would Jesus call us to leave behind because the Lord did not ask anything more of the rich young ruler than he asks of us today.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Ronald J. Kernaghan, Mark, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2007), 197.] 

Mark 8:34-37 NLT Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 35 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it. 36 And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? 37 Is anything worth more than your soul?
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