One Thing I Seek
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Three wishes.
· If you were given three wishes within reason, what would you wish for?
· If you were granted just one wish within reason, what would you wish for?

PAUSE
Last week, we spent our time in Mark 10. 
· In verse 17, Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem when a man ran up to Him, asking, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life.”
· Jesus spent some time talking with this young man and at the end of their conversation, the Lord said, “there’s one thing you lack.” 
· The rich young ruler had so much going for him, but the idol of wealth was the one thing standing between him and eternal life.
· In Mark 10, we’re encouraged to examine our own hearts and be ready to surrender any idol that stands between us and the KOG.

PAUSE
But the account of the rich young ruler is not the only place in Scripture where we encounter the phrase “one thing.”  Recorded in the Bible are four other “one thing” messages worthy of our consideration.

And in Psalm 27, which is where we’ll spend our time today, King David shares his one request, his one desire, his one wish. Look at…
Psalm 27:4 ESV One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.

While scholars aren’t certain of the precise background behind Psalm 27, it was clearly written by David during a difficult time of life.
· In the psalm he describes evil men, adversaries, and foes making trouble and rising up against him.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  J. A. Motyer, “The Psalms,” in New Bible Commentary: 21st Century Edition, ed. D. A. Carson et al., 4th ed. (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), 502.] 

· David didn’t write Psalm 27 from Hilton Head, sitting under an umbrella with the sand between his toes and a sweet tea in hand.
· These were dark days for David.

And yet, with his one request — his one wish —David doesn’t ask to be able to fly away, to have unlimited funds, or to be free from conflict. 

David’s one request was to dwell in the house of the Lord all his days.

PAUSE
As we consider David’s singular aim, there are three simple questions I’d like for us to ask and answer today: what was David really asking, why was this his one thing, and how did he plan to pursue this goal? What steps would he take to dwell in the house of the Lord?

So, let’s jump into the first question
I. What was David really asking?
He said he wanted to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of his life, but what did he mean by that?

Fleas

When David said he wanted to dwell in the house of the Lord he wasn’t saying that he wanted to sell his place, pack up his things and move into in the temple.
· I mean, at the time of this psalm, Solomon’s temple had yet to be built because Solomon had yet to be born.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Allen P. Ross, “Psalms,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 814.] 


So, David’s ambition was not to become a priest and literally move into the temple. His prayer was to live every moment of his life in the presence of God.
· To have uninterrupted and unhindered fellowship with the Lord.
· Not just on the days when his schedule was light and other “duties and responsibilities” didn’t interfere.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Joseph S. Exell, The Biblical Illustrator: The Psalms, vol. 2, The Biblical Illustrator (New York; Chicago; Toronto; London; Edinburgh: Fleming H. Revell Company; Francis Griffiths, 1909), 12.] 

· David wanted every act of his life to be an act of worship.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Exell, The Biblical Illustrator: The Psalms, 11.] 


PAUSE
I love this word dwell. In Hebrew it means to remain, stay put, or linger.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Francis Brown, Samuel Rolles Driver, and Charles Augustus Briggs, Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1977), 442.] 

· Recliner.
· David wanted to be settled in with God. He wanted to linger, to stay put in presence of the Lord.

And there are two observations about David’s request that are noteworthy. For starters…
a. David was chasing God’s presence — not just His provisions.
High school get together. 

In Psalm 27, David’s not just showing up for the food. He’s not only interested in what God can do for him. He’s interested in being in the presence of the Lord of all creation. 
· In this psalm he never asks God to eliminate the situations that require faith and trust. Rather, his request is to not lose sight of God in the midst of trial.

His preoccupation was with God and his will.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Derek Kidner, Psalms 1–72: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 15, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1973), 138.] 


And the other observation…
b. David had a singular request.
In a life filled with needs and worries and cares and responsibilities and options, David narrowed his desire to one supreme goal. He wanted the whole force of his being to be concentrated upon a single aim.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Exell, The Biblical Illustrator: The Psalms, 11.] 

· And I don’t think this is something David had always been able to say. There were times in his life when, if he had spoken his heart, he would have said, “Many things I desire.”[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Exell, The Biblical Illustrator: The Psalms, 11.] 


PAUSE
Church, I imagine that for many of us in the room today, we share David’s desire in verse 4. We want to be in fellowship with God. We want to live in God’s presence. We want to reach the end of our lives and hear the Lord say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
· However, if we were being honest, I imagine that some of us would have to admit that our desire to be in fellowship with God is just one priority among many. 
· Or maybe, if we were being completely truthful with ourselves, we might admit that our desire to walk in communion with God is a secondary priority.

And the things that take first place might not necessarily be “bad” things. 
· They might be good and pleasant, but there is nothing exalted or exalting about them; they might not be degrading, but neither do they elevate.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Exell, The Biblical Illustrator: The Psalms, 11–12.] 


PAUSE
Senior adult class — “If you could go back and tell your younger self one thing, what would it be?”
· Don’t spend so much time chasing meaningless things. Stuff. Temporary things that will fade away.

QUESTION
Church, if I asked you to express, at this moment, the one desire of your hearts—I mean that which was really and sincerely is your one thing—what would it be?[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Exell, The Biblical Illustrator: The Psalms, 12.] 

· Would it be to live a life of consistent intimacy with God? To settle into, to linger in God’s presence? To be in His presence even when surrounded by enemies and trials and undesirable circumstances? To be in fellowship with God not just because of what He can do for us but because of who He is?

This was David’s singular aim.

Second question…
II. Why was this David’s one request?

We get a better idea of what he was up against if we look at the first few verses of this psalm…
Psalm 27:2-3 ESV When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. 3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 

Considering that David was running for his life when he wrote Psalm 27, we would probably cut him some slack if he had asked for a little peace and quiet, a safe home away from his enemies, or at least a month’s paid vacation![footnoteRef:11] [11:  https://www.samstorms.org/all-articles/post/one-thing--once-more--psalm-27:4-] 


The circumstances surrounding this psalm are circumstances that none of us would ever choose and yet, listen to David opening declaration…
Psalm 27:1 ESV The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

Why was David’s one request to linger in God’s presence all the days of his life?
Because, through personal experience, David had found God to be everything he declares here in verse 1. 
· He had found God alone to be light and truth.
· He had found God alone to provide salvation from sin.
· And he had found that God alone provides safety and rest from the enemy.

PAUSE
Church, the message of our culture is that life is found by looking inside ourselves. We’ll all find satisfaction and freedom and rest if we’ll just be true to ourselves. 
· Power strip.

Church, the Lord is the one to look at, not ourselves.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Exell, The Biblical Illustrator: The Psalms, 1.] 


David had learned that God is the only safe place to be. He is the only lasting shelter in the times of trouble. He’s the only defense against an enemy who schemes against us. He’s the only one who can offer life and forgiveness and redemption.

For David, God wasn’t just an optional dwelling place — the Lord was a necessary dwelling place. 

Church, if we believe God to be all David describes in this first verse, then it is only natural that our most earnest spiritual desires should be towards Him.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Exell, The Biblical Illustrator: The Psalms, 11.] 


QUESTION
Do we view fellowship with God as necessary or optional?

Last question…
III. How did David plan to pursue this goal?
Because this wasn’t just a Sunday school answer for David. In the Hebrew, there’s continuity between the two verbs desire and seek.
· In other words, “David’s actions corresponded to his desire.”

And in this psalm, I think we a few practical ways David sought the Lord. For starters…
a. David was intentional about worshipping the Lord. He looked for opportunities to give God the worship He deserves.
Look at verse 4 again…
Psalm 27:4 ESV One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord…
· To “gaze” means to admire, to delight and take pleasure in God’s character, goodness, and mercy. 
· In other words, to worship and David was always looking for an opportunity to worship God.
· He sought to enjoy God all the time and in everything.

In this psalm, David primarily looks for the glory of God’s salvation. 
· In Psalm 19:1–6, David hunts for glory in God’s world. 
· In Psalm 119, David looks to the letters of God’s word to spell out his glory. 
· In Psalm 16:3, David rejoices in the reflected glory of God’s people. 

Seeing God’s beauty and worshipping Him, was one practical way in which David’s sought the Lord. 
John Piper, “Do you pursue God with such single-minded focus? Along every trail, are you hunting for Beauty? Do you open his word each day with your nose to the ground, looking to behold the King? Do you gaze at the splendor of the gospel? Do you ransack his world seeking to see him? Do you marvel at the smiles of those who reflect his image? Are you awake and alive to God?”

David was intentional about worship.

Another practical way David sought the Lord…
b. Through prayer
Psalm 27:4 ESV One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.

To “inquire” implies asking for direction and searching for God’s will. In prayer, David found answers, comfort, and a change of perspective on his “day of trouble.”

PAUSE
David was many things. 
He was a courageous warrior, great builder, a prophet, poet, and musician. But in Scripture, what we find David doing more than anything else is praying.
· David prayed often and he prayed about everything.
· And he didn’t make prayer about a certain formula or a style; he was just honest with His Creator about what was really happening in his heart and life.

Church, prayer is conversing with God.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Exell, The Biblical Illustrator: The Psalms, 21.] 

It’s communicating our thoughts, feelings and circumstances to our Maker and giving Him space to speak into our thoughts, feelings and circumstances.
· It can include asking God for things, which David often did.
· But it can also express appreciation for who God is and what He has done, is doing and will do, which David often did.

When we examine the prayers of David, we see him appealing to God over and over on the basis of 3 things.
· Help me Lord, because of who You Are.
· Help me Lord, because of who I am — a man in need.
· Help me Lord, because of our enemies.

PAUSE
David sought the Lord through prayer and if we’ve been born again and God is our light and salvation and stronghold, is there any better way we could make use of our time than prayer?

David sought the Lord through worship, prayer and lastly…
c. Through devotion

Listen to the rest of this psalm…
Psalm 27:5-14 ESV For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 6 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! 8 You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your face, Lord, do I seek.” 9 Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, O you who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 10 For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will take me in. 11 Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. 12 Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me, and they breathe out violence. 13 I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living! 14 Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!

David was devoted God. Regardless of his circumstances, he was devoted to God.
· He was obviously in danger when he wrote this psalm. But despite his difficult and dangerous situation, David was confident in God.

PAUSE
Church, how often do we allow our circumstances to just absolutely crush our hope and trust in the Lord?
· How often do we allow the what ifs to crush our hope in the Lord?

But if our lives are in a right relationship with God, we’re not harboring sin, and we honestly want to go His way and not our own, we can trust that God will see us through regardless of what’s happening around us.
· David was devoted to the Lord, and he knew that in return, the Lord would be devoted to Him, so he never stopped trusting — regardless of his circumstances — he never stopped trusting.

PAUSE
Church, I want to ask again, “What’s your one thing? What’s the one thing you are seeking?”

Isaiah 55:6-7 ESV “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7 let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”
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