James 6
James 2:14-26
7/26/26 AM

A couple of years ago, Eli and Gabby had been playing in the backyard when all the sudden they ran inside and said, “Dad, you’ve got to come see this, there are huge bugs all over the trees in the backyard.”
· So, I went out to take a look and as I got closer, I realized there weren’t any bugs on the trees—just the shells of cicadas.
· The kids thought they had discovered some giant living insects. But what they actually found were lifeless shells of the real thing.
· I’m sure many of you have seen this before.
· Once the kids realized they couldn’t get bit or stung, they started playing with the shells like they were G.I. Joes.

PAUSE
Today, we’re going to continue our study of the book of James, and the apostle’s main concern in our text today is whether his readers have an authentic faith, or just a lifeless shell of the real thing?
· Faith is a key doctrine in the Christian life. 
· The sinner is saved by faith (Eph. 2:8–9), and the believer must walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7). Without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 353.] 

· So, this is an important discussion, for if we are wrong in this matter, James says we jeopardize our eternal salvation.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 354.] 

· And as we wrap up chapter 2, James is going to explain that there are three kinds of faith; two of them are lifeless shells (they’re empty and useless) while the last kind of faith he describes is true saving faith.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 353–354.] 


So, let’s pick up where we left off last week and as we walk through this passage, we’ll consider three kinds of faith…
James 2:14-17 NLT What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 15 Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, 16 and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do? 17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.

The first kind of faith that James describes is…
I. Dead Faith.

Cicada shell faith.
· It’s lifeless, unprofitable, and hollow.
· It’s a faith of speech, not of behavior and life. 
· It’s a faith of profession, not of possession.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Leadership Ministries Worldwide, Hebrews-James, The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible (Chattanooga, TN: Leadership Ministries Worldwide, 1996), 247.] 


People with dead faith may know the correct vocabulary for prayer and testimony and can even quote verses from the Bible; but their walk does not measure up to their talk.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 354.] 


PAUSE
In the SotM Jesus warned in…
Matthew 7:21 NLT Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.

Echoing the teaching of Jesus, James warns us of the dangers of having a cicada shell faith.
· And to help us get the point, James shares a mini parable illustrating the person who has dead faith.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Thomas D. Lea, Hebrews, James, vol. 10, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 286.] 

· And we can liven this up to make it more personal.

PAUSE
Y’all remember the big snowstorm we had back in January?
· Let’s imagine that it’s January and we wake up to another huge snowfall. 
· It’s freezing cold outside and the South Greene wind is howling.
· Your heat is working and you’ve got food so, you decide to get out and check on your neighbors.
· And as you’re doing well checks, you come to a drafty old house that’s tired and worn.
· After a few knocks on the door, an elderly woman answers in a thin, worn nightgown. 
· She’s shivering and you immediately notice there’s no heat inside the house. 
· You also see her pantry door open, and it’s completely bare.
· So, it’s clear to you she has no means to take care of herself.

Cicada shell faith would look at that woman and say something like, “Hey, ma’am, I’m glad to see that you’re alive and well. May your pantry always be stocked and may you stay cozy and warm this winter. Take care now, ya hear?”
· That’s the reply of the person in James’ story. 

And sympathy is valuable when this is all a person can give to the suffering.
· But the speaker, in James’ illustration, had the ability to feed the hungry and clothe the needy. He just chose not to do anything when he could have.
· PAUSE
· James concluded his illustration by wondering aloud, “What good is a faith which only gives pious wishes but no practical help?”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Lea, Hebrews, James, 286.] 


James’s argument is that just as mere words, no matter how sincere, cannot meet the need of the naked and hungry, faith that is unaccompanied by tangible evidence of its reality will ultimately prove inadequate as well. In fact, that kind of deedless faith is dead.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  J. Michael Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition (Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House, 1997), 97.] 


It’s cicada shell faith.
· The great theologian, John Calvin, wrote, “It is faith alone that justifies, but faith that justifies can never be alone.”
· In other words, true saving faith always brings life, and life produces good works.

And James is not claiming that we are saved by our works, he’s simply pointing out that faith in Christ brings life (John 3:16), and where there is life there will be growth and fruit.
· In 12 verses, ’faith’ is mentioned 11 times, and ‘works’ is mentioned 12 times. Clearly, James is telling us that there’s a connection between the two.

As one author put it, “Anything with life produces fruit. The living are the acting, creating things that reveal their nature and character. Faith in Jesus produces actions revealing the nature and character of Jesus. The dead lie still doing nothing. So, faith that lies still, inactive, proves it is dead. True faith brings salvation and life, not death.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Lea, Hebrews, James, 286.] 


PAUSE
We must beware of having a cicada shell faith. 

Let’s look at the second kind of faith James describes…
James 2:18-20 NLT Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds.” 19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. 20 How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless?

The second kind of faith James describes is…
II. Demonic Faith.

James wanted to shock his complacent readers, so he used demons to illustrate the inadequacy of a faith that has no real, discernible affect upon our lives.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 98.] 


Real faith in Christ is a transforming kind of experience.
· That’s why Jesus compared it to being born all over again.

And James bluntly argues that apart from such a transformation, mere belief puts us into the same category as that of demons.
· It may be shocking to us, but James tells us that demons have faith. They believe several things:
· For one, they believe in the existence of God.
· They are neither atheists nor agnostics. 
· They also believe in the deity of Christ. 
· We read in…
· Mark 3:11 NLT …whenever those possessed by evil spirits caught sight of him, the spirits would throw them to the ground in front of him shrieking, “You are the Son of God!”
· Demons bore witness to Jesus’ sonship—His place in the Holy Trinity.
· They believe in the existence of a place of punishment.
· Luke 8:31 NLT The demons kept begging Jesus not to send them into the bottomless pit.
· We joke about hell, laughing it off, and outright denying its existence. But even demons believe in hell.
· And they also recognize Jesus Christ as the Judge (Mark 5:1–13). 

James says in verse 19…
James 2:19 NLT You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you!
· There’s some important background to this verse.
· Deuteronomy 6:4, which says, “Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord!”, was the daily affirmation of godly Jews. 
· James’ readers knew this verse. They read it out loud every morning before going to work. Many of them probably had Deuteronomy 6:4 etched on a piece of Hobby Lobby barn wood hanging above their fireplace.
· James says, “I’m glad you know that verse.”
· But even the demons believe Deuteronomy 6:4—and they shudder in their belief.
· They can show some “emotion.”

But the irrefutable fact is that despite the depth of their belief, they remain demonic in their orientation and practice.
· In other words, their belief makes no essential difference in their lives and behavior.

PAUSE
Church, if we’re willing to hear, James’ warnings hit really close to home.
· Roughly, one-fourth of the population in North America claims to be “born again.” 
· Yet, if we’re honest, it’s hard to deny the marginal effect Christianity seems to have on our culture.
· Can you imagine making hamburgers with that ratio? 
· Something is off because a quarter pound of salt ought to have some effect on a pound of meat.

To paraphrase John Wesley, “To claim to be filled with the Spirit of God, and yet never do anything as a result of such infilling, is inconceivable, unthinkable, unimaginable.”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 97.] 


PAUSE
Jesus spoke clearly about the connection between faith and fruit. In…
Matthew 7:16–21 NLT You can identify them [false prophets] by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 19 So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. 20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions. 21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.

A few chapters later Jesus emphasized that the ultimate test of faith is not intellectual ascent to certain beliefs but following Him…
Matthew 16:24 NLT Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me.

Once again, James echoes the teaching of Jesus reminding us that real faith is manifested by true repentance, a change of mind and heart, and the easily documented evidence of a new way of life.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 98–99.] 

· While belief clearly matters, and our doctrine clearly matters, our lives are the clearest evidence of what we truly believe.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 98.] 


So, James says that demons are touched in their intellect and in their emotions. They believe and tremble.
· But true saving faith involves something more, something that can be seen and recognized. It involves a changed life.

James asks in verse 20…
James 2:20 NLT … Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless?
He says, “How foolish!”
· And James isn’t being mean-spirited here; he’s reminding us that eternity is on the line.
· The idea is that only a fool—only one who willingly ignores the evidence—could fail to be convinced of the uselessness of professions of faith that make no difference in one’s life.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 99–100.] 

· Our English translations tidy up the Greek here, but the word useless literally translates “not-working.”[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Douglas J. Moo, The Letter of James, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: Eerdmans; Apollos, 2000), 132.] 


Church, the point is that believing the truth without obeying the truth does not save us any more than it saves demons. In fact, the comparison to demonic “faith” implies that belief without obedience is even worse than useless.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  George M. Stulac, James, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (Westmont, IL: IVP Academic, 1993), Jas 2:19.] 


James argues that apart from such a transformation, mere belief puts one into a similar category as that of demons.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  J. Michael Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition (Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House, 1997), 98.] 

· We must beware of having this kind of lifeless faith.

James has introduced us to two kinds of faith that can never save the sinner: dead faith (the intellect alone), and demonic faith (the intellect and the emotions). He closes this section by describing the only kind of faith that can save the sinner…
III. Dynamic Faith.

Dynamic faith is faith that is real, faith that has power, faith that results in a changed life.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 355.] 


James offers scriptural proof of what he has been arguing all along by highlighting two well-known figures from the OT.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Peter H. Davids, “James,” in New Bible Commentary: 21st Century Edition, ed. D. A. Carson et al., 4th ed. (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), 1361.] 

· Abraham and Rahab. 
· And we couldn’t find two more different people! 
· Abraham was a Jew; Rahab was a Gentile. 
· Abraham was a godly man, Rahab was a sinful woman, a harlot. 
· Abraham was the friend of God, while Rahab belonged to the enemies of God.
· But even though they came from different backgrounds, both showed the reality of their faith.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 356.] 


We read in Genesis 15…
Genesis 15:5-6 NLT Then the Lord took Abram outside and said to him, “Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants you will have!” 6 And Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted him as righteous because of his faith.
The word “counted” is a financial term; it means “to put to one’s account.” 
· As a sinner, Abraham’s spiritual bankbook was empty. He was bankrupt! 
· But he trusted God, and God put righteousness on his account. 
· Abraham did not work for this righteousness; he received it as a gift from God. He was declared righteous by faith.
· Or as the KJV translates, he was “justified” by faith.
· Justified is the word Paul uses in Romans 3, 4, and 5 to describe the righteousness that God credits to a believer through faith in Jesus Christ. 

PAUSE
Justification is an important doctrine in the Bible. 
· It is an act of God’s free grace through which the sinner is absolved from guilt and accepted as righteous on account of the Son’s atoning work.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Thomas Oden, Classic Christianity, 583.] 

· It is not something that we do; it is something God does for us when we trust Christ as our Savior and Lord.

Abraham believed the Lord (he trusted), and God counted him as righteous because of his faith. 
But as James points out in verse 21, the saving faith of Abraham showed itself by his willingness to offer Isaac in obedience to God’s command. 
· Abraham’s faith and actions were working together and his obedience showed that he was a righteous man.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Lea, Hebrews, James, 288–289.] 


PAUSE
James’ second illustration is Rahab, and the background for her is found in Joshua 2 and 6. 
· Israel was moving into the Promised Land, and they were about take the city of Jericho. 
· Joshua sent spies into the city to get the lay of the land and there they met Rahab, a harlot.
· Rahab heard the Word and knew that her city was condemned. And she responded with her mind and her emotions; but she also responded with her will: she did something about it.
· She risked her own life to protect the Jewish spies, and she further risked her life by sharing the good news of deliverance with the members of her family.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 356.] 

· Matthew 1:5 indicates she married into Israel and became an ancestress of our Lord. 
· What grace! 
· Rahab is one of the first soul winners in the Bible.

She could have had dead faith, a mere intellectual experience. Or she could have had demonic faith, her mind enlightened and her emotions stirred. 
· But she exercised dynamic faith: her mind knew the truth, her heart was stirred by the truth, and her will acted on the truth. 

PAUSE
Some claim that James is at odds with Paul’s teaching in Galatians where Paul says that we are justified by faith alone.
· But if we consider the different audiences to which each apostle wrote, the supposed tension between them disappears.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 102.] 

· James is addressing people who attempted to divorce their profession of faith from the daily realities of life.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 102.] 

· They wanted to claim the blessings of God while avoiding the demands of discipleship to Christ.
· In Galatians, Paul addressed people who were attempting to replace grace with works. 
· They wanted the blessings of God, but they also wanted to replace the good news of God’s gracious provision in Christ with the dead works of Judaism.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 102.] 


Paul was just as insistent as James in calling his readers to practical holy living, saying to the Ephesians, “I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received” (Eph. 4:1b). Paul exhorted the Roman church, on the basis of God’s provisions, to “offer” their bodies as “living sacrifices” to the Lord (Rom. 12:1). He also urged them to “put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light” (Rom. 13:12b). To the Colossian church he wrote, “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him” (Col. 2:6). And, in his writings to Timothy, Paul constantly urged this young apprentice in the faith to follow closely the ways of godliness in contrast to the ways of others who have lived profane and evil lives (see 1 Timothy 1:18–20; 6:11–14; 2 Timothy 2:14–19).[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Walters, James: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition, 103.] 


James and Paul are not at odds! In unison, they preach the necessity of allowing faith to do its desired work in us: which is to transform our lives.

PAUSE
Church, James 2 emphasizes that a person who truly believes, will follow and live for Christ.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  LMW, Hebrews-James, 249.] 

We do not merely hold to ancient doctrines; we practice those doctrines in our everyday lives. Our faith is not the dead faith of the intellectuals, or the empty faith of demons. It is the dynamic faith of men like Abraham and women like Rahab, faith that changes a life and goes to work for God.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 357.] 


PAUSE
If we are professing Christians, I don’t know how we can read and study a passage like this without taking some time to examine our own hearts and lives to make sure that we possess true saving faith, dynamic faith.
· Satan is the great deceiver and one of his schemes is imitation. If he can convince us that counterfeit faith is true faith, he has us in his power.

So, I want to close today with some questions we can ask ourselves as we examine our hearts:
1. Was there a time when I honestly realized I was a sinner and admitted this to myself and to God?
2. Was there a time when my heart stirred me to flee from the wrath to come? Have I ever seriously been alarmed over my sins?
3. Do I truly understand the Gospel, that Christ died for my sins and arose again? Do I understand and confess that I cannot save myself?
4. Have I sincerely repented of my sins and turned from them? Or do I secretly love sin and still want to enjoy it?
5. Have I trusted Christ and Christ alone for my salvation? Do I enjoy a living relationship with Him through the Word and in the Spirit?
6. Has there been a change in my life? Do I seek to grow in the things of the Lord? Can others tell that I follow Jesus?
7. Do I have a desire to share Christ with others? Or am I ashamed of Him?
8. Do I enjoy the fellowship of God’s people? Is worship a delight to me?
9. Am I ready for the Lord’s return? Or will I be ashamed when He comes for me?

We live in an age when many people limit faith to the mere verbal affirmation of “I believe.” 
· Certainly, not every Christian has the same personal experience; and there are degrees of sanctification.

But James’ timely warnings remind us that it’s possible to have a lifeless, cicada shell faith. The kind of faith that saves, and the kind of faith should all want, is a faith that results in a changed life, producing visible evidence of our commitment to Jesus Christ.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Lea, Hebrews, James, 290.] 
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