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Report cards

Today, we’re continuing our journey through the book of Revelation and in a way, chapters 2 and 3 are like a report card for the seven churches of Asia Minor.
· But their evaluation isn’t from Mrs. Ousley—it comes from the one who is, who was, and who is to come—the one who sees the heart.

PAUSE
Last week, we determined that the book of Revelation is a letter.
· Like many other letters in the NT, Revelation was meant to be carried from church to church and read to the congregations along the way.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Richard K. Eckley, Revelation: A Commentary for Bible Students (Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Pub. House, 2006), 65.] 

· The Christians would have gathered, most likely in someone’s house, and one of them would have read the letter aloud.

And we can only imagine what it must have been like for the people in these seven churches when they realized that this letter included a report card on their spiritual condition.
· They heard that it was from Jesus himself, the one who stood amongst the lampstands, and then they heard their names being called.
· I mean, as the messenger read aloud, “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write …,” you can picture the believers of Ephesus shifting in their seats.
· They were about to hear what King Jesus had to say to them and about them. 
· Church, just as a reminder, the messages to the churches in chapters 2 and 3 are not messages from one Christian to another. This is a message from the empowered Son of Man, who will be the final judge.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Lewis R. Donelson, From Hebrews to Revelation: A Theological Introduction (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001), 144.] 

· And in each message, Jesus begins by saying, “I know …” 
· Over and over again to these churches Jesus says, “I know.” 
· In other words, Jesus says he knows the good and the bad, the big and the small, and what’s done in public and private.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation,63.] 

· And we can be sure that he would say the same thing to us. 
· Jesus knows. He knows us better than we know ourselves and he loves his people too much to tell us only what we want to hear.

The big question for the original readers was would they have ears to hear?
· Would the original readers be open to seeing themselves as Jesus saw them? Or would they dismiss what he had to say?
· Would they sit in the room with their brothers and sisters thinking about all the other people who really needed to hear from Jesus? Or would they do what he called them to do even though it would be humbling, costly, and difficult?[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation 62.] 


PAUSE
Church, these are the same questions we must ask as we engage this text.
Because while this book was originally sent to seven actual local churches in Asia Minor, John makes it clear that any believer may read and profit from this book (Rev. 1:3).[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 567.] 


So, before we turn up the volume to hear what Jesus has to say to the churches in the first century, we need to determine if we are open to being convicted and challenged by what the Lord is saying to us.
· Are we willing to put ourselves into a posture of humility and receive what Jesus wants to show us about ourselves?
· Are we willing to immerse ourselves in the truth-telling of Jesus? 
· Because Jesus loves us and is bent on blessing us, he is willing to tell us the truth, even when it might be uncomfortable for us to hear.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation,63–64.] 

· So, are we willing to hear what Jesus has to say?

PAUSE
As we consider Revelation 2-3, I think we find seven truths we need desperately need to hear. We’ll consider the first three today and the truth from the Lord’s message to the church in Ephesus is that…
I. Jesus knows who and what we really love.
If we look at a map of the churches in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey), we see that Ephesus was the city closest to Patmos. It would have been the first post office John’s letter reached. So, it makes sense that the letter would begin its journey there.
· This is also where Paul spent three years preaching and teaching, this is where Timothy spent time pastoring, and John himself taught there. 
· Can you imagine sitting under that group of pastors? 

But to this church Jesus said…
Revelation 2:1-3 ESV “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 “‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3 I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary. 

One of the things that Jesus knows, something that made his heart glad, was that the church in Ephesus had persevered in maintaining their doctrinal purity.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Robert H. Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2004), 6.] 

· They weren’t swept away by the Tik-Tok preachers.
· They had learned to how to recognize junk-drawer theology and they rejected all false gospels.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 7.] 


Ephesus was a port city so, it was a major hub in the Mediterranean region. It was also home to the massive temple of Artemis, one of the wonders of the ancient world. 
· Additionally, there was a temple to the goddess Roma and the divinized Julius Caesar; and by the end of the first century, it added a temple to the Flavian emperors Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Craig R. Koester, Revelation and the End of All Things (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2018), 62.] 

· In other words, it was a very religious, spiritual city.
· But clearly the Ephesians did not take their faith lightly. 
· They were serious about working out their salvation and they tested and rejected false teachings from those who claimed to know Christ.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Leon Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 20, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1987), 64.] 


They’re also commended in…
Revelation 2:6 ESV Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
The Nicolaitans were a heretical group who encouraged Christians to compromise with culture.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Koester, Revelation and the End of All Things, 62.] 

· Their suggestion was that believers just go with the flow. 
· “Hey, just accept that culture has changed…be a little more open-minded…be a little more accommodating…don’t be so rigid.” 
· The Nicolaitans encouraged compromise.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 7.] 


And church, it’s worth noting that the Lord does not say that the church at Ephesus hates the Nicolaitans or, for that matter, that he hates the Nicolaitans. 
· It’s “the practices” of the Nicolaitans that merit hatred.

And this is probably a message that we need to hear in our culture today—it’s altogether appropriate to hate the things God hates.
· For the church in any age to entertain sin and heresy in the name of tolerance or love is a clear violation of Scripture.
· The Ephesians are commended for hating what God hated, for testing those who claimed to be apostles and were not, and for blowing the whistle for others to hear.
· On the surface these actions may not appear to be loving; but if the attitude and motive of the church is proper, such practices are the most loving response we can make toward heresy.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Paige Patterson, Revelation, ed. E. Ray Clendenen, vol. 39, The New American Commentary (Nashville, TN: B&H, 2012), 87–88.] 


Clearly, there was much to praise at Ephesus. But not all was well…
Revelation 2:4 ESV But I have this against you, (can you imagine the look on their faces as they heard this letter read aloud? Jesus has something against us? What could it be?) … you have abandoned the love you had at first.

Chad at the fly shop.
· That kind of describes the Christians at Ephesus.
· They had started out loving Jesus, loving his word, loving each other, and loving being a part of the change his gospel makes in the lives of all who embrace it by faith. But somewhere along the way, something changed.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 65.] 


As one author describes it, “the church in Ephesus had come to the place where it was merely doing its duty. They kept up their traditions and went through all the motions of worship but…their hearts were not in what they were doing. The passion for Christ and souls was gone.”[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Albert J. Kempin, Revelation for Today (James L. Fleming, 2005), Re 2:1–7.] 

· The Ephesian believers were so busy maintaining their separation that they were neglecting adoration.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 572.] 


And Jesus, who knew the true affections of their hearts, told them exactly what they needed to do to repair this breach of affection…[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 65.] 

Revelation 2:5-7 ESV Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches…’
They needed to turn around and go in another direction. Remembering what they did when their love for Jesus was new would serve to rekindle the passion of their love for him.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 65.] 


What did you do when you first came to love the Lord?

Returning to our first love requires honest reflection.
· We need to remember those early after we became a Christian, when we experienced release of the burden of the guilt of sin, and the joy of being reconciled to God—those are typically seasons when service just flows from gratitude and pure hearts of love.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Patterson, Revelation, 86.] 

· And having assessed the difference between our present pursuits and those love-motivated pursuits of earlier years, we must repent—turning away from one direction to embark on a new way, seeking God’s forgiveness and then pursuing our activities for the right reason—because of our love for Christ.

And Jesus provides a promise…
Revelation 2:7b ESV To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.
Jesus closed his message to the believers in Ephesus by saying that those who overcome the way that the world seeks to drain commitment to Jesus of personal passion can anticipate eating from the tree of life in the paradise of God. Meditating on this promise has the power to stoke the fires of passion in the hearts of all who want to love Jesus more today and tomorrow than they did yesterday.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 64–66.] 


Another truth we desperately need to hear…
II. Jesus knows what we’re willing to suffer for.
It was the words of “the first and the last, who died and came to life” (Rev. 1:17–18; 2:8) that John was told to write down for the church in Smyrna. And when we discover what Jesus had to say to them, we understand why he identified himself this way…[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 66.] 

Revelation 2:9 ESV I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 

The letter to Smyrna is the shortest of the seven and unlike the others (except the letter to Philadelphia) it’s all encouragement and praise. There’s no request for an after-school parent-teacher conference.
· And this is significant because Smyrna was very sympathetic towards Rome.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 8.] 

· It was one of the first cities to worship the Roman emperor and build a temple in his honor.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 67.] 

· The town sign didn’t say, “Smyrna, home of the 17th president,” it read, “Smyrna, home of the first temple to the goddess of Rome.”
· Roman soldiers and officials most likely received a 10% discount at the Smyrna Walmart. 
· It was pro-Rome.
· Which means, the Christians who lived there and refused to kowtow to the empire, faced intense persecution.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  J. Ramsey Michaels, Revelation, vol. 20, The IVP New Testament Commentary Series (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 1997), Re 2:8–11.] 


Anyone who failed to acknowledge Caesar as Lord would have been guaranteed a life of unemployment and poverty.
· Romans didn’t want buy bread from Christian bakers, or have their kids taught by Christian teachers, or have their cars worked on by Christian mechanics, or have their teeth cleaned by Christian dentists. 
· They didn’t want any involvement with those who professed faith in Christ.

And in addition to persecution from Rome, there was also a large Jewish community in Smyrna that was deeply hostile to Christianity.
· The Jews were accepted by Rome, and the empire gave them space to do their thing, but Christians were not accepted. They were viewed as a threat to the empire which made it easy for Jews to lock arms with Rome and act against believers.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 68.] 


Basically, there were bullies on every corner in Smyrna. No matter where Christians went, they were slandered and persecuted.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 573.] 

They were spiritually rich because they were joined to Christ, but they were financially poor because of their faithfulness to the gospel.
· They didn’t have the approval of their culture, but they had the approval of the Lord.

And I imagine that as these believers heard this message from Jesus, they probably hoped to hear Him say that their situation was about to improve. But that’s not what they heard Jesus say. Instead, he said…[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 66.] 

Revelation 2:10a ESV Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation.
Their suffering wasn’t about to end—it was about to intensify.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 8.] 

· We mentioned last week that numbers in Revelation are normally symbolically and here, John reminds the believers in Smyrna that even though they will suffer it is only for a limited time.[footnoteRef:29]  [29:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 69.] 

· Ten days signifies “a brief time” (Gen. 24:55; Acts 25:6).[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 573.] 

· But the advice for this season of trial comes with a promise…[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 8–9.] 

Revelation 2:10-11 ESV Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.
Jesus calls us to be faithful, even to the point of death and He promises that those who endure will receive the crown of life—the victor’s wreath.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 8–9.] 

· Smyrna was a city famous for its athletic games so, this promise would be especially meaningful to believers living there.[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 69.] 

· Because victors in Smyrna weren’t awarded the Dr. Pepper championship trophy, they won a festive wreath.
· So, church, Jesus tells us that he offers a trophy that puts the world’s awards to shame. His crown is life.

PAUSE
Jesus assured the believers in Smyrna that being mocked, ridiculed, and even put to death would not be the end of their story.[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 8–9.] 

· He assured them that He knew the enemy’s schemes and as the one who died and came to life, He was in complete control of the situation.
· Some of the believers would be imprisoned and tried as traitors to Rome. Yet their tribulation would not last forever. 
· The important thing was faithfulness, standing true to Christ no matter what the government or culture threatened to do.
· PAUSE
· Church, I know it’s easy for me to stand here and say, but there’s something worse than being mocked, being ridiculed, being excluded, being labelled, losing our job, or even being put to death.
· The second death is explained in 20:6, 14; 21:8 in terms of the lake of fire; it seems to mean eternal punishment, the loss of eternal life.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 69.] 

· That’s far worse!

To remain faithful during persecution is to overcome, and Christ promises eternal life to overcomers.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 9.] 

· He calls us to be faithful and to not be afraid (even of death), because He has conquered Satan, sin, and death for His people.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Kempin, Revelation for Today, Re 2:8–11.] 


And then the truth from Jesus’ letter to the church at Pergamum…
III. Jesus knows what we really believe.
Because Pergamum was the capital of Asia Minor, it had been granted by Rome the “right of the sword” (that is, the authority to take life at will). 
· And to this particular congregation, Christ is the one who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 
· It’s a pointed reminder that the ultimate power of life and death doesn’t belong to any earthly leader—it belongs to God.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 9.] 


Jesus said…
Revelation 2:13a ESV I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is.
Like Washington D.C., Pergamum was a place of governmental power. It was very pro-Rome. 
· It also had a magnificent library, said to have contained more than 200,000 parchment scrolls. [footnoteRef:39] [39:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 69.] 

· And the city was also a center of Greco-Roman religion.
· There were temples to several gods and goddesses, chief among them being the temple to Asclepius who was the god of healing. 
· People came from all over the world to visit this temple.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 70.] 


So, when Jesus said, “I know where you dwell,” He may simply be saying, “I’m fully aware of the environment in which you are seeking to be faithful to me. I know the opposition against you.” But Jesus continued…[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 68–69.] 

Revelation 2:13b ESV Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.

Like their brothers and sisters in Smyrna, the believers in Pergamum had suffered persecution.[footnoteRef:42] [42:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 573.] 

· We’re told that one of them, a man named Antipas, boldly told the truth about the Jesus and faced death for it.
· Nothing is really known about Antipas, but I wonder what he did or said that brought about his death?
· Did he refuse to offer sacrifices to Asclepius?
· Did he argue against the ideas of the most talked-about book at the library?
· Did he refuse to give Zeus his due at the gate of the city?
· Did he refuse to bow to the growing demand of culture to be more tolerant?
· Whatever it was, Antipas did not deny his faith, and the rest of the believers there in Pergamum stood with him and with Jesus under pressure.[footnoteRef:43] [43:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 69.] 


Yet, despite their courageous stand against persecution, the believers in Pergamum were not faultless before the Lord…[footnoteRef:44] [44:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 573–574.] 

Revelation 2:14-15 ESV But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. 15 So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.

There were some—not all—who held to “the teaching of Balaam.” 
Jesus references an event recorded in Numbers 22 in which Balaam, an enemy of God’s people, was asked by the king of Moab to put a curse on the people of God.
· Balaam was prevented from cursing God’s people so, he suggested that the king of Moab take a different approach.
· He basically said, “I’m sorry, the Lord won’t let me put a curse on his people. But…if you want to bring them down, just encourage them to tolerate idolatry and sexual immorality (Midianite culture). If you can’t destroy them from without—destroy them from within.” 
· And in Scripture, the account of Balaam becomes a proverb for spiritual decline.[footnoteRef:45] [45:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 71.] 

· Balaam helped set a trap for God’s people and two points are singled out, the eating of food sacrificed to idols and sexual immorality.[footnoteRef:46] [46:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 71.] 

· In both the OT and NT, feasting on sacrificial meat and sexual immorality accompany idolatry.[footnoteRef:47] [47:  Morris, Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary, 71.] 


And in Pergamum, where so many people practiced the worship of pagan gods, where idolatrous meals and sexual perversion were just a normal thing, evidently some in the church were being lured into the ways of the culture they lived in, thinking they could combine it with worship of the one true God.[footnoteRef:48] [48:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 69–70.] 


Jesus also said that some of them held to the teaching of the Nicolaitans, who also “encouraged cultural accommodation.” 
· And while the Lord doesn’t tell us here, I wonder what the Nicolaitans were saying to their fellow church members in Pergamum? 
· Were they saying things like:
· “There’s nothing wrong with participating in a few ritual feasts. This is just how things are done in Pergamum, and you don’t need to make these awkward and uncomfortable.”
· “There’s nothing wrong with letting other people express their sexuality however they see fit. It’s not a spiritual/moral issue, it’s just how they want to identify themselves, and you don’t need to make these awkward and uncomfortable.”
· “There is nothing wrong with being friendly to Rome. What harm is there in putting a pinch of incense on the altar and affirming your loyalty to Caesar? Can’t you have both? And don’t you realize the benefits Rome can provide? You can make a fat living, build a nice retirement account, you can have power to kill anyone who gets in your way, and you can have all the entertainment you want. Don’t cause conflict, don’t make things unpleasant, don’t be narrow-minded—worship Jesus however you want; just do it in private.”[footnoteRef:49] [49:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 574.] 

· Of course, these kinds of compromises made them welcome in the Roman guilds and protected them from Roman persecution, but it cost them their testimony and their crown.[footnoteRef:50] [50:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 574.] 


Church, this is same temptation we face today—the temptation to compromise with the lax standards of this world.[footnoteRef:51] [51:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 9.] 

· Thomas Schreiner on tolerance.
· To quote Warren Wiersbe, “the congregation or the individual Christian that compromises with the world just to avoid suffering or achieve success is committing “spiritual adultery” and being unfaithful to the Lord.[footnoteRef:52] [52:  Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 574.] 


Jesus admonishes the church at Pergamum…
Revelation 2:16-17a ESV Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
Those who refused to repent could expect Jesus to come against them. But those who were willing to repent could expect something very different from Jesus…[footnoteRef:53] [53:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 70.] 

Revelation 2:17b ESV To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.’ 

This promise is a bit mysterious—hidden manna and a white stone with a new name written on it. What’s that mean?
· Manna was the food supplied by God to the Israelites during their long journey from Egypt to the promised land.[footnoteRef:54] [54:  Mounce, What Are We Waiting For? A Commentary on Revelation, 10.] 

· Perhaps God was promising these people, who might have been afraid that they would lose their livelihoods, that their refusal to compromise now would result in receiving his heavenly provision in the age to come.
· And in the ancient world, white ceremonial stones called “tesserae” were given as a token of admission to pagan feasts and festivals.
· Perhaps God was promising these people that while they might not be welcomed into the pagan feasts of Pergamum, they could be assured of a place at the table at the marriage supper of the Lamb.[footnoteRef:55] [55:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 70–71.] 


To quote the American missionary Albert J. Kempin…
“We must live in a world of unbelievers, but we do not have to let unbelievers set the patterns of thought and life for us as Christians. The Church is in the world, but it does not have to let the world into the Church, and it must not let worldly-minded persons run the Church. Christians should be tolerant toward the sinner, but intolerant toward sin, error, and unrighteousness. The church…should not offend souls—but the gospel does rebuke, reprove, and instruct sinful souls…The cross does offend the proud, the rebellious, the lovers of pleasure, and of self. Those who overcome such intimidation shall eat God’s hidden manna, and keep their names spotless. Antipas is cited as an example of faithfulness to the word of God. He died for his witness to the truth. Such loyalty should characterize all of God’s saints.”[footnoteRef:56] [56:  Kempin, Revelation for Today, Re 2:12–17.] 


PAUSE
We are reminded that Jesus promised that those who are willing to hear and keep the words of this letter will be blessed. 
· So, we must ask ourselves, what will it look like for us to hear and keep what we’ve heard the Spirit saying to us through the letters to these churches?
· Maybe it would be helpful to boil down each letter to a question:
· The letter to the church of Ephesus invites us to ask ourselves: 
· Has there been a time in my life when my love for Christ and his gospel and his people was greater than it is now? And if so, am I willing to do the things I did when that love was new, not out of duty but out of desire to rekindle my love for Jesus?
· The letter to the church of Smyrna invites us to ask ourselves: 
· What am I willing to suffer for, because that reveals the true object of my affections? Do I need to readjust my expectations of the Christian life away from expecting Jesus to protect me from suffering, toward expecting him to preserve me through the suffering that is inevitable for a Christian?
· The letter to the church of Pergamum invites us to ask ourselves: 
· What might Jesus point to in my life as an area in which compromise threatens my witness for him and my relationship to him—is it in the entertainment I consume, the ethical standards I hold to, the sexual perversion that I ignore or laugh at or explain away, the time and attention I give to sports or politics or profession?[footnoteRef:57] [57:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 81–82.] 


Revelation 2 and 3 contain letters written not only to those seven churches in Asia in the first century; the entire passage is a letter to you and me today. 
· Jesus says, “I know you.” 
· He knows the good and the bad and He knows what needs to happen in our lives.[footnoteRef:58] [58:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 82.] 


Jesus is holding out a promise of blessing beyond what we could ever think to ask for. He’s offering himself to us, providing everything we need for patient endurance as we wait for his return.[footnoteRef:59] [59:  Guthrie, Blessed: Experiencing the Promise of the Book of Revelation, 83.] 


Are we willing to hear?
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